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THE 


PREFACE. 


———\HE methods that have been 
made uſe of inthe Ele#iom of She 
riffs for London and Mrddleſex for 


the yearenſning, having raiſed great Di- 
ſpates among the woe , concerning the 
Ne 


{ſanner of Chuſing their Chief Officers, 
and thoſe Diſputes produced great Fhats and 
Anmoſeties, T thought it nyy Bury. bothas 
a Proteſtant,and an Engl;jb-man,to ufe my ot- 


moſt endeavours for putting an end to 


ſuch D:ſþutes, that fo the Cauſe being re- 
mov'd, the Effects might ceaſe: To this 

urpole I ſuppoſe the publication of the 
following Sheets will be judged very ſea- 
ſonable by all unbiaſs'd Men ; for where- 
as theſe Diſputes and Heats have engen- 
dered many Pamphlets, which have ra- 


- |  theradded fuel to, than extinguiſh'd the 
;, differences, that have happen'd upon this 
7. occaſion between the C:t;ens that adhere 


to the Lord Mayor; and thoſe that adhereto - 
the Sheriffs: Methinks this Argument, though 
now almoſt two and thirty years old,ſeems 
to have been calculated for deciding the 
Differences aforeſaid, and I queſtion not this 
good Effect, if Mer willlay afide ir 
an 


- 848690 


The Preface. 
and Prejudice, and entirely refign them- 


ſelves to the conduct of Law and Reaſon, 
upon both which we cannot doubt but the 


[rgument is founded, unleſs weſhould ſuſ- 
pect want of skill in thoſe three great Oracles 
of the Lay. One of whom was the late in= 
comparable Lord Chief Juſtice of the Court 
of Boalhnch another one- of the Juſtices 
of the ſame Court, and the third now living, 

His. Majeſties 'Eldeſs Serjeant at Lan: And 


certainly if any Man ſhould be fo abſurd 


as to afhrm,: that any one of theſe three 
(muchmore that all three of them jointly) 
{hould be miſtaken in an Argument of ſuch 
conſequence, he would diſcover more I 
norance:than Make. 


#4 


TEN 
Auguſt, 26; 6656. ne po 


The Report of 1 the Committee appointed for 1 Examination _ the 
State of' the Chamber of London: | 


Bout 1629. we find the Chamber ro be indebred abour 
A che Surn of Jonas OO: 96 


At Michaela 1649. the Accompt of the Chamber being ths Caf wp, 'he Chanter was 


then in Debt : ( Viz. ) 


To Cyan 16965401054 WP 
To other Perſons for Principal Money 0944 12:13 04 E 264066: 14-091 


The means ok avly, it, came' into Der, are either Extraordinary, or Ordiary, 


Extraordinary. _ JE TT 4 
A Gold Cup given the Prince oOoOIIg] O4 O5 
Anno 163Z. Preſents given to the King, Queen, and Prince 023260. 09 00 
| 1H "Lanwtr dane Queen n . 0040009 9 . 00 
I ntertaumment of the King ana Queen at Merchant- BE 
W Tavlors-Hali. _ Ws | 5 001287 12 08 
1624. Chriſtening the Duke of York ' 0006JJ 00 09 
1629. A Cu ww Bk eonleg given the Queen Morher, andy, FORT ER oo 09 
163g. Charges of the Charter | ©92355 ©. 00 
163g. Giyenthe Kin 47 7, ONO) 05-60 
"= +4 Compoſition for Package and Scavage . , £29000 © &© 
1649. Compoſition for London-Derry 0 DI2000 O09 © 
167 To the Repair of St. Pauls | - . © 02369 © & 
1642, Entertainment of the King and Queen 0017866 OO ©» 
For Building the Bridge | 096400 9 Og 
Tay my and on out os to Sea OINIB' 0: & 
its and KReWards to Officers for 20 years,at ISA 
: 1290 I. per Annum. f 'F 024009 Anas 
By ſeveral bad Debrs | . 9739; 07.06 
07179_14 of 
Ordinary. Te 
Charges for Marſhal Cauſes for twenty years . 035278 © 
For Inrereſt-money paid 20 years, at 6000 I. per Annum 120009 OO 


By delivering up Bonds to be CancelÞd by A& of Common 
Council in 1649. to ſeveral Perſons for money lent them (. Goo 
out of the Chamber 29 years before about 300001, Prin-C 
cipal-in all with Intereſt 
For Officers ſtanding Fees fot about 20 years, at 14991. per An 028009 09 09 
= or JEN. Wages for 20 years, at 1990 1. per Antum 020209 09 ©0 
tuff for Roparation for abour 20 years, at 1609 |. per Annuim 030490 09. 09 


The rotall ſum given,loſt and expended for about 20.years, is 455148 11 05 


| Preſent, | 
Auguſt, 26, Mr, Sherift Pack Mr. Barhone Mr. Gibbs 
16 Jo. Mr. Ald. Chiverton Mr. Dalton Mr. Bolt m 
Col. Mannering Mr. Ald. Hzyes Mr. Adams 
Mr. Cole © Mr. Ald; Titchhorne Mr, Mantoi. 
B Thoſe 


C2] 

Thoſe Men being very ſenſible of this horrid abuſe of the City,” that the 
Chamber, which hath beca efteemed like that among the Romans, a Sacred 
Treaſury, for fafety and pitying the Orphans cryes. And ſearching how the 

ity cameto be thns Bankrupt, it Was found that the chict Officers had been very 
faulty; and thereupon it was conſidered how me were Elefted; andtherc aroſe 
the Queſtion about the Right of Elefting the ch 
it came into Debate whether the Livery-Men ought to be the Eldors, as now they 
are. 'Thereupon the Companies of London Petitioned the Court that they might 


continue their Eledive Power : And divers Freemen of the City Petitioned” 


= 24x Aboliſhing that Power of the Liverics or Companics : the Peritions are 
eſe: 


To the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor of the City of London; | 


and to the Right Worſhipful the Aldermen his Brethren, and 
the Commons m Common-Council Aſſembled. 


The Himible Petition of the ſeyeral Companies and Societies 
| of the City of London. 


| Humbly Sheweth, | - | 
| Har. whercas ir appearcth, Thar heretofore for divers years, many great 
diffetences did ariſe within this City, touching the Elcion of the por 
Y Mayor and Sheriffs, to the great diſturbance of the Peace thereot; the 
id Ele&ionsbeing made divers and ſeveral ways, and with continual alterati- 


ons and often diſturbances, ( viz; ) in the ſeyenth year of King Edward thethird, 


the Mayor and Aldermcn the moſt ſufficient men of every 


together, with 11 of 
Ward, in the Eighth year of the ſaid King, as the King's Proclamation then - 


commanded; By the Aldermen, and the moſt diſcreet and ableſt Cirizens of 
 theCiry? Inthe twentieth year of that King, by the Mayor and all the Alder- 
men, and rwelye, cight, or {ix of every Ward, according as the Ward ſhould 
be great or {mall, of the richeſt and wiſeſt men of every Ward: In the fiftieth 
year of the ſaid King, by a certain number of the good men ofthe ſeveral Myſte- 
ries ( their Names being certified by the ſeveral Companies.) In the eighth 


year of King Richard the Second, by the Common-Council, and the moſt {uffi-' 
cient. men of the Ciry. In the ninth year of that King, by thote as ſhould be | 


- ſummoned of the moſt ſufficient men of the Ciry, or of the Common-Council. 
In the ſeventh Year of King Edward the Fourth, by the General Council, the 
Maſters arid Warden, of every Myſtery of the Ciry ing in their Liveries ; 
and by other good men, eſpccially ſummoned, (and fo the faid unſetled Eleti- 
ons continued with many diſturbances) untill in the Fifteemh year of the {aid 
King Edward the Fourth; . That the ſame EleQtion was ſetled by Authority of 
_ this Jnourable Court of General Council, by, an At then: made, Thar the 
Maſter and Wardens of the Myſteries of this City, meeting in their Halls, or 
other fit places, and aſſociating with the good men of the om , Cloarhed 


in their laſt Liverics, ſhould come together to the Gxi3d-Hall of this Ciry for . 


the Eleftion of the Mayor-and Sheriff. And that no other but. the men 
of the Common-Council of the City ſhould be preſent ar the {aid Eleftions; 
which courſe and cuſtome hath. been ever {ce yearly uſed and continued, to 
te ONT; peace and happiheſs of this City, and the well ſerled Goyernmence 
of the ſame. 

And foraſnmch as the Petitioners are given ro underſtand, that there is an 
cendeayouring to deprive and take from them, that their ancient and lawful Right, 
for the Eletion of Eord\Mayor and Sherifwhich for near two hundred years 
together, they and'their Predeceflors ( the Liyery-men of the ſeyeral Compa- 


nies ) 


cf Officers of the Ciry. And 


, 


Tl 


nies ) have lawfully and avletly enjoyed, as gain to. dara without any 
queſtion or diſturbance. : - | 


Their humble dere a hot "_ is, That 4bis Hors able Cas wil be oy 
to take their juſt Cauſe into your ſerious Conſideration; that as they are for 
part the ancient ft and muſt aþle Citizens of this City, and do undergo ( as phe 
they have' done) the greateſt part of the: Charge, and Service within the ſame;; ſo 
they may nit be pat front that their Right of. Election, as they and their Predeceſſors, 
Tivery-men, have ( withwet alteration or difloirhance, lovingly and peaceab Niheld 
aud winged ever flue the fod:7 of the 190 of Bwandahe Front, "ppagat 
two hundred years, as aforeſai',or be diſcouraged from bearing Charge ing Atten- 
dance, ant performing ſervices, as they bave always done, and as for the 
honour and good of this City. And they ſhall, according to their dmties, pray, &c. 


Tho, Chamberlain, } F; Farth [ Fobn Garrard, Hep! 
rMercers. Kg "Skinners. 
William Barbe. 9) John Southywood. | 
4 ; | George Alpers | I, 
Samuel Harſnet orge Aipers, t | 
"! CGrocers, Richard Orme. 3 Merchant-Taylors 
William. Hulme. = tchar 
> John Green, Haberdaſher. 
Francis Pecke, - | 
: EDrapers ; Jobn Redding, Salter. 
Petey Jones. | | 
WY Robert Cravenor, Ironmonger. 
Tho. Luſher h 
hi Critumongers Wi Hig Field, Wi 
31kes Bagg. X13 | intners, 
y: £ $a | Wiliiam James. 
John Terry NG 
i Tcoldimide | k ws wh Vo "Ig 
Jobn Perrin =» Edward Chard. © 
7. Sadler. - 


To the Right Honourable he Lord Me yor, A ldermen, and Coms 


_ mons 1 Common-Council A fſembled. : 


TheHumble Perition of divers Froemen; ; Inhabirants "Y this Honourable SY 


 Shewah, 


Hat whereas the Arr ibertics of gETIy did admit only Freeme 
of the ſame, to' have his Vore ine thechoice of the Sapreine a 
thercof: The impoſition of the Goyernours =—_ a e Dido 


t | in the yalency of meet - at Goes Mere 
their yoluntary ere pero LEES 


theteof not choſer 
| 0d thetlore ner Regrce: 
EO Ore ſt ors = 


No ts 
either r their reſpe& 
tees, Liber of the ons or the othic 


ns ” * 
Suaprenie Magiſtrates upon the ſame City as they 'pleaſed, without the ſifirage 
of the Freemen thereof, either by Shire or .Reprelentces- choſen for chat 
purpole ; and for which end, your Petitioners humbly conecive this Court hath 
been Conltiruted, and-{worn upon the cleftion of the Repreſentative Members 


thercof in their ſeyeral Wards. 


' The premiſes conſidered, the Petitioners humbly pray,\that by an A of this honorabl: Court, 
; ſuch a competent number of Repreſentees my be yrs Sx.up by the Freemeh if every 
' Ward, in their reſpeftive Wards, who together with he Common Council-men, may be ay- 

thorized to chooſe the Supreme Officers of -this City Annually For the time to come. And 
- your Pctitioners'ſhall pray, 8c. Og WOT. Ub, 


Heſe were referred to a Commitee, and Counſel for the Companies 

there heard, And Mr. Price in the behalf of the Freemen : from thence ir 
was referred to be oe: 4 debated before the Lord Mayor, Court of ' Aldermen 
and Common Council. And on Saturday the 14. of December, the Court be- 
ing fat at Gwild Hall, the Companiesbroughr for their Counſel, Mr. Maynard, 
Mr. Hales, and Mr. Wilde, Gentlemen moſt famous in the profeſſion of the 
Law; and the Freemen, ( beſides Mr. ohn Price) had prevailed by much 


intreaty, with Ma _ John Wildman, as | am informed, withont hopes of Fees or 


Rewardsto plead their Cauſe ; and fothe debate begun as followeth : 


Mr. Price. 

My Lord, 
ledge my {elf rb be but weak. in the knowledge of the Law;andT therefore 
unable to withſtand thoſe Gentlemen of the long robe, come only as a 
Citizen of London, to render a reaſon of my ſubſcribing of that Petition that 

was preſented unto your Honour, and this worſhiptul Court ; And T hope you 
will not judge otherwiſe of my | appearing here at this time." We began the 
laſt time to {ſpeak of it, to yindicate it to them that oppoſed us herein ; And 


| | Only crave leave to ſpeak one word in the behalf of my ok for Iacknow- 


they being the firſt 'that ſpake then, we'defire that they may likewiſe begin. 


now, and then with your Lotdſhips favour, we ſhall reply to them; for m 
I thought there had been an iſſue purto the buſineſs, and little thought 
Fad to appear atty more about 1t. 


Mr. Recorder. 


They thar oppoſe any thing that is ſerled; to the end to have it altercd, 
they uſually begin firſt ra ſhew. their grounds or Reaſons, in all Courts of 
Juſtice. | 


Mr. ' Mainard. 


. The intent of our coming here, is not to introduce any novelty; but to 
maintain' the ancient priviledges of this Famous City under which. it hath for 
ſo many hundreds of years flouriſhed, in all Happineſs the Earth affords wich 

Peace and Plenty. mY was | | | 
- And therefore we conceive. we ſhall. not need to produce any arguments 
to defend our caule,. but.to anſwer the objeftions ;that ſhall be made by ſuch 
that do oppoſe-us in the enjoying our, Right, always preſunung thar where the 
Poſſeſlion goeth Lis; and t i 
. | any«thing to Obje, we are ready to give Anſwers to their Objcttions. * 
| s 


therethe Right.is; and therefore if they onthe orher fide. haye- 


> 3. + , : 
——— ” 44 
oh 
Ls 


[5] 


[ | - | . Mr: rice 


hor Fate open 
A under confideration betore the. Eh : 
: | "bulincſ was driven, ab | conceive, wp this heagl by yc 


he ching; defied by by tem waa ou power, to, Tenge 
th ed | TO | 
Ric ghr of Caſtor, * that it was Put Thar [25 pes of Elettion Hae 


he Courts Power to giVE. 
So that your Lordſhip and thjs Honourable 7s an are by tem made not {o 
much as Judges, n much leſs Parties. | 


7 
©, Þ \ # 


Mr. "REL" PY 5-411 __ F : {ns 

Mr. Price, takes it for aries. Thar all this Sarg x2 or ws "the State of 

Y this Caſe, which they do not ; and: therdfgfe Þ deſire the Queſtion may be 
rigntly ſtared. hat is to be diſpured upon, otherwiſe you will ſpend nwch time 
and;run into confuſion, and it will, be im le for them: or. 2 you teun- - 


derſtand th>bufznels z {o thar[deireche Qyel 5 magiy Of <d, Att thenaner 
OF egren WYS 9%; 74373 10 Nene 197 LEES 
| $i Ms. Price, : or Ef als 2H neg 13h 


TRE + <q ” T7. 7650 : Y 107] FOE - ; cot 
| —akad ++ 4 
DEMO GUO30010170 Recorder,” 9 0: 9 4 oy ot) 5707 


ich yoo He clear What you go port, 3D WK 2722 oy 


"M0 0 7 C. * -FY 
hd 0+ [| : **yyT7 *» %  #* 
212 Nh Wiliman 2 


| My Lord, Iam here deſired by. many Bree-men of this Ciry t to appear in 
' | their behalf, ro inforce a Petition of . theirs delivered.to this nigh - they 

s allo produced to mie d:Petition preferred to lame: orhers'in 0 
And as I conceive, that:noble Gentleman Mr: Recorder, Wagh 
very requiſite, that is, That che Queſtion--nuy:-be right ev. e 
Arguments produced on either oy Now I conceive Ou ons this, Whe- 
ther the Wardens, ds wavy | nd. very-en -nn or the ſeveral Companies of 
this City of London, ought to have "the Eleftion of the Lord Mayor, and Sheriffs 
of London, or whether the Freon i in in roo 7 Fora or by their xe 
ries. x; haye the s Npie > of that Ele&tion.” | 


 Ciry« Contl,! 


The Gueſtion cannot be colle&ed from the non, why which prays, That the 
Lon of the {everal Yang (where many Ts eh iy) may chuſe me 
rd' Mayor. /' 1! 1; 


E 7 . 
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[6] | I... 
Mr. Wildman. 


My Lotd, I believe thoſe Gentlemen endeayouro to ſtate the Queſtion, that 
they might make the Courr believe, that. we would {plic our {elyes upon that 
Rock of Popmlar Confuſionz but we ſhall endeavour to avoid that Clamor. We 
conceive the Queſtion to be this: Whether the Maſters, Kang = Afliſtants, 
and Livery-men of the ſeveral Companies, of Right ought to. the Lord | 
Mayor, and the Sheriffs of this City; Or the Freemen of the City by themſelves 
or their Deputies. It will be concluded on both ſides, That the Lord Mayor, 
0g. bo of Aldermen, with the Common-Counfel men, 'may-haye a Righr 
In the Eleftion. | | | 


City-Counſell. 


We fay the Lord Mayor, and the Aldermen, and the Common-Counſel, 
aftd the Aſſiſtants, and. Liveries of the ſeyeral Companies, haye the 
Right of the EleQtion, and Poſlcſhon of that Right. 


| Mr. P rICe, | Ki ; 


* The Queſtion is, Whether the Eleftion as it is, ſhall continue, ot ror 'con- 
tinue z We deny not that the Right of tlection doth belong to the Wardens 
and Livery-men of each Company, with my Lord Mayor, and Court of Al- 
Jenks "ts the.Queſtion is, Whether it belongs to-them upon ſuch grqunds 
as are unatterable by this Court; if they are unaiterable by this Court, let them os © 
ſhew by what: Law; if they-are alterable, we are then in a fair wayrto 

have one Petition granted; © + + "ihe 


: - - Mr. Mainard. 7 aig [ 


There is nothing pretended by, the Petition that is cndeayoured to be made 
the Queſtion. They do complain'in their Pericion, That this Government which 
you have ſo long enjoyed in this City, .is an-Impoſition .of T:yranny and Sla- 
very, and that impoſed; when I came firſt hicher, IT thought 1 was to {peak*to 
matter of Right, but they decline thar, and ſpeak to point of Crime. 


- Tr js true; theſe words of Tyranny and Slay are in the Pcticion, bur h 
are with a Parentheſis. Id tre the Petition may be read... I oh 5. 
: ' ( The Peririon was then read.) | 


5 m— 


_ "Mr. Price. 


We fay that the impoſition of ſuch and ſuch things is ſlavery 2 bur it is not 
in relation to this'Court, but in Anſwer to their Perition, who call it in their 
Perition their Ancient Right ; if ir be their Ancient Right, let them ſhew by 
what Law; And Iconceivethe Parentheſis is only in Relation to that Expreſſion: 


Mr. Wildman. PR bl 


I bumbly conceive (my Lord, and Gentlemen ) the thing in Queſtion niuſt be Slag 
collected from the hy fn of both Peritions; che Sum of the Prayer of one Pe- | | 
tition is this, that the Repreſentatives of all the Wards may ( as'of Right they | þ 
ought ) Eleft the chicf Officers of this City. | 
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[7] 
Mr. Recorder: . 


ol think, the buſineſs before. ou, is to come to the Queſtion in ad” ind ' 


| luimbly beg, That for expreſſions on both ſides, they jay be wholly Waved ; 
and if you will nor ſpeak the Queſtion, that you would aver of it in wiiking, 


Mr yy! Marard. PRE 


I ſuppoſe it is conceived by all what we both aim ar, I ſhall be = tec; that 
thoſe Gentlemen may go- on' to matter of Argumenc, and I ſhall £ peale what 


I am able: . 


£4... Mr. Wildman: = | 
_ it pleaſe your Lordlhip, co ler me purſue the Recorder's motion; We 
humbly | 


conceive thar the Prayer of our Petition muſt dire& us to- ſtare the 
Queſtion ; "we pray no-mote bur this, Thar the chief Officers of e.Ciry may 
be choſen by the ſeveral Wards, .in their Repreſernatives Annually. ' We' do 
admit thar the Lord Mayor, the Court of Aldermen, and Common-Council, 
may have Right of Elettion, becaule they repreſent their Wards; bur wepray 


thar our Right in Eleting, as we are Free-men, may be reſtored to was... 
Mr. | Hales s | 


My Lord, There's no Officers of: any Corporation in England. by; are b 

UGgrer Charter; and it cheſe Gentlemen be our Often a gs. z 
abour the Officers of a Corporation ; theſe Gentlemen would introduce ſome new 
ching that hath nor becn heretofore -uſed, and we deſire to know. upan what 
imagined prerence they would haye it, arid thar: they ſhew us the-perſons to 


inforce the thing they deſire ocherwile, why dothey Pegition? 


Mr. Wildman, «© 


| My Lord, Theſe Getulemen would avoid thetiue ſlaing the Queſtion, and 


engage us'in Lygomachia's, contentions about words z we would know wht wo 
they ms the deſire of our Petition, to have the AncienrRightof the Citizeris 
of Lond n, reſtored to them in the Choice of the chict Officers of the Ciry. | 


| Mr: Mainard. W POE | 
We deny Thar you deſite in your Petition, is the Right of the City of Londer. 


Ir is (o far from being their Right, that when they put that in Execution; they 
loſe their Charter, and all iy Ma CEP 0s 
| "1r..; Uri amid, Mr. Price: EE 

The Queſtion was reduced to this, Whether it was in the power 'of this 
Court to alter what was then ere Wotgr that we ſhall not be lookr upon 
as adverſaries tro our Opponents, denying this Court their Right of eleQtion.; 
but if we make it good. that the cuſtome was altered by you, why then we 
truſt we ſerve you in ſo doing, if we'prove it in your power to alter it now ; 
and.it ſhall encourage us to pray, and you alſo to give whar we ask, if it ſhall 
tend to the rod Copernrien of thisCiy. | [Fa 

If rhe right of eleftion belong to the-Livety; ivmuſt appear by wrinen Law, 
or by cuſtome time out of minde if by" a Law, ir tnuſt be by ſome Law of 


the Land, or by ſorne Charrer, of' byſome A& of Common-Hall, -or Com- 
inion-Coitalcl * If ir be by Charter; wemult infiſt upon the tertns of the Char- 


ter - 


o 


- by. theſe Gehtlemens 


LON = £00 


& a ea Ns elected by rhe Lord Mayor,- Court: of Aldermen, 
urion-Counſd-nien, and the Wards of the Ciry; and not by: the Livery- 
men of every Company, as isdefired by theſe Gentlemen. 

To the 15. year of Ed. 4. they are'in/uſe from the 19. year of E. the firſt, 
which was 19 years. .. It was the praCtice of the City ro chooſe by Wards lo 
longs. And the 7 Aldermen and: Common-Counſclnien- are choſen :outr of the 

Watds: We: ctRion of Mayors and Sherifts'by. the wards; we will give 
you bur a place of that plenty we one give to that purpoſe, inthe 19. year of 
EJ. the firſt 1231. and «: the ZI, of Ea. the firſt, In the Ig of Ed. the 
firſt our of twelve men of eyery Wavy! "were the Sheriffs choſen; arid ſo was 
the-Mayor Thomas Blun bet the Sheriffs were choſen by the Lord Mayor, 
the Eohrrof' Aldermen, and Comtnon-Counel, and rwelye-men; oufof-eycry 


Ward”: Atid Job Eiieoli was ſo:choſen,” © 
"Ard i inthe >: of Ed dhe Gift Flt ine: was 8 choſen again and in the 3 


_ of Ea: PE firſt » John Bl Was choſen the fifth. time Mayer ſo, and {9 were the 


Sheriffs 

And' $Sain 1 Ed: the: cond; Peter- Dove choſen: Sheriff as before,. and Johy 
Blun was choſen Mayorthe foxth time; thefirſt of:Ed: the ſecond, Blyg was cho- 
ſenthe ſeventh rime by the Lord Mayor, Court of Aldermen, and the Com- 
munity pry was {ummoned hea "Which was twelye men our of eyer 
Hands, dinthe 2. of Ed. the ſecon, Bucler and Dover were choſen Sheriff as 


who were*choſen- by. the Lord: Mayor, the Aldermen, ; the Cont: 
Es wag Jrke hh, wer ND eleftion fthe May 
e432:'year yp were at O or, all 
the C:tinivisC Li and ſeveral; diſcreet Citizens choſen Ay 7 
Ward; its true they ate fe the Coritnonsand Conmunity, and we £p, pied you 


look in the 21. of Eg. the firſt, the Community there is expounded to be the 
| honeſt; diſcr he Var wiſe menof, the Wagd;ſo'thar they were Repreſentatives 


cholen « gut, of if it be objected, 1 thar beſides theſe rwelye honeſt 
Urry ; ten of JorY there Were'cerrain-'orher- mien that did belong 
urito. tas E ay It rma' imply de eLanryenn did telong un- 


"CIECHON ; 1 rely.1o, bur by ofe- ok ns, muſt be'meanr the 
honeſt difereer ren choten out of the-Wards, wi the og et Mayorand\Alder- 
men, to whom.it belongs ex officio. 

e main argument Was C ersof the City. were to 

Th this; thas the hief/Officersof the City be 
choſen by; the Lord, Mayor, and tf en, and Sheriffs, and Common- 
Cou 1, With.ryelye men cholen gut. of eyety. Ward that were diſcreer 
men, that was granted ; bur that they. Were ſuch'dilfrect mon, 'as* to exclude 
others, was denied : If that theſe ate the men, they muſt be diſtinguiſhed: _ 
other men, by another term than .diſcreet, men. Now you argue thus, thar 


 Livery-men are diſcreet, and therefore the” yaen thar muſt chooſe my Lord 


Mayor, *ar the Livery:men ; as if you ſhould. argue, That the Lord _ 
vs ggolden,/Chain, therefore te Sher Rar Are Ihr R, OP» FR becauſe they 
wear gage Chains. - 


bale #5 50 I humbly off theſe Condor: 


1; My Lord Ma' ayor, nor the Alde TO not ay. of of chit Ei 
niess ' "Wngh : 


y ſhould rhey then-chuſe any cet the City > 


2- The:juriſdiftion.of nei Kms 
ay Free of this City, may live at 


Tork,j and'if they beat Eendon 20 7m my Lord Lk is choſen, Nhiey may 


ae urn ces ; 
finde cuſtome for. ks you that the chict 


eime Would fail iff we - ſpeak: of: Palmer and Edmonds, 8; and | 


heipexrnge to A Tala and. 


[9] 
chooſe my Lord Mayor and the Sheritis of this City, and yet live not under 
their Power, | | © 
3. The wy of eleftion we plead for, doth not exempt them from being cho4 
ſen by the Ward to elet. WY 00207 | 


« 


5. in,. this-City is diſtributed by way of Wards; Queſt-men, Jury-men, 
Conſtab 


Hand ſhould be upon him asioon as arty mans; I fay. let a Bear robbed of he: 
whelps meer me,. rather then'a ROE Government; the Magiſtrates 
power«s my, power, and is' in. hiny 

Majeſtry fy. + rn :: for when'wercad.of Kings, we read of Thrones and 


Scepters, and ſoft Raiment,&&7 = 102% 7.x 
5 _—_ your* wos be Honoigd] le, yet they are burdenſome as'well as 
onorable,) 1, 12 fb 2 ot 603 as | OE an levee 


it" to ſet/fort ri and heir Excellevicy/ in 
the objeCtions of Populariry'and Confulion,;wet 


11603 650 En eany(. 
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[5] 
have right to chooſe Lord Mayor and Sheriffs. Now it reſts upon isto prove; 
that the Free-men in their Repreſentatives, choſen our of the are to 
chooſe ; and we do aflert this for a » That thoſe, and thoſe only thar 
ſhall be actually choſen to repreſent the Free-men of the City of London, not 
excluding the Lord Mayor, Court of Aldermen, and Common-Counfel, haye 
a right to this Eleion. — =» : | ; 

And my Lord, I might inſiſt upon it, that this yery and Common- 
Counſel in all things do acknowledge this to be the dup "4 ight.z, For upon 
your Eleftion of your Repreſentatives in Parliament, the Commiſſions you 
give. them run in” the name of the whole Commenay of the City. And it is 
generally admitted ro be the Peoples right in all Afts of Common-Counſel 


| and other publick Ats, which run in the name of the Commonalty of the 


City. they are therefore ſuppoſed to do thoſe Afts by themſelves or depuryes : 
Bur wy Lond, I ſhall wave this, leſt I ſhould reduce all Goverment to -- fond 
certainty,by diflolving it into the firſt principles, and ſo ſeemar leaſt to run upon 
that Rock of coufuſion which thoſe Gentlemen would ' have us plir our ſelyes 
upon ; But ir is no way our intention, and therefore I ſhall aſſert this propo- 
ſition; That the Repreſenters of the ſeveral Wards ought to chuſe the-Lord 
Mayor and the Sherifs,upon a Right declared by written Law ; only I crave 
leayeto premiſe, or to inform this Honorable Court, that thoſe firſt Records 
that ſhould make outthe Peopels right, are imbezeled, burnt or loſt, there be- 
ing no Record in your Trecaſury,bur {ince Edward. 1. _ 

Sn my Lord, by Records that are extent the Liberties of the Cicizens of 
London a tobe more ancient'then any Charter of the Ciry thats viſible to 
us: in 9 Chap. of Magns Charta it is laid, The City of London ſhall have all ber 
Liberties 


that the- City had before the great Charter of. England. Now it is agreed b 
the }, wdonde of the long Robe, that the great Charter of Ex ind & chiefly 
eclarative of the GCommon-Law; And Sir Edward Cook, in his {econd part of 
his Inftitutes upon that ground declares it for Law, that any Law made by the 
Parliament it{elf , and contrary to the great Charter of England, and covtrary 
<D LDE INE, choicmmary we ed or th 
| 1uppoiec he ade Ee WOEGsS \ contrary to I realon) to Ihew t 
he means onely that-a Starure made againſt that your of the Charter 
which is declarative of the Common-Law, isnull of it {elf; for + + Xomrwren 
Law,,.being right reaſon, it cannot be ſuppoſed. wichout a comradiftion, that 
Parliaments ſhould of Right haye power to make a Law againſt Right: Now 
the Liberties of London being confirmed by the great Charter , ] cannot con- 
ceiye that any other Liberties are there intended tobe confirmed, then thoſe 
COMMON / Liberties that were grounded upon Pe reaſon, 2K. then thoſe 
words of the ninth Chapter of the great Charter do-but declare the C cg 
Law, and-by conſequence are unalerrable ablc ; and any 'Law made againſt thoſe 
Liberdics of ſoy: > by a Power within the City., or withour the: City, is 
null of it ſelf z now to make it a that it Was one of the City Libercics be- 
fore:the great Chaiter,; that the-Free-men ſhould chuſe their chict - 
can go no fartherthen your Charter granted by King Jobn inthe year(121 
435 Sears ſince 3, thay the firſt: Chance the Ciry of Tawks: hath exrane. And 
es Sn nr = 
or ana dnernss,;and the Wor ONs un no more then the 
ne of London; for then the Free-men of every Porr were called Barons 


e 
5} 


So it hath been made a name and ritle of honour peculiar to thoſe 


called Noblemen. Now I Carre Ar be agreed by the Gentlemen of the 

other {ide, rhar this - very Charter was not -the- original of thoſe Liberties of 

London that are mentioned there to be granted 
Liberties of tlic jo Frog 


Cuſtoms ſhe was uſed to have z ſo thatthere was Liberties and Cuſtomes 


We. 
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declare what was the Common rihgr of all the Citizens of London before this 
Charter. | | 3 
| I may then from hence conclude, that before the great Charter it was the 
Right of the Citizens of London, none Excluded, That they ſhould Chule the- 
Mayor and their Sheriffs; and ſuch a Right as I crave leave to affirm to be 
Unalterable, that is juſtly fo ; for being a Right by the Law of Nature, *tis 
ſuperior to all other Laws, and other Laws are onely {o far Right, as they 
ree With-that ; however I may more toldly fay, Thar this Liberty of the 
_itizens of London being confirmed by the Great Charter, cannot be null by any 
A&'of Common-Council ; and I humbly conceive that it was nor inthe Com- 
mon-Council's Power,to make that AC in the Fifteenth of Eiward the Fourth, 
to debar all bur the Liveries of the ſeveral Companies to come to the Ele&ion 
of the .Mayor, and Sheriffs: for they could not take away-the Righr vf the 
Citizens declared by their Charterz and in the Firſt Charter, and all others, 'tis 
faid ro be Giranted to the Crizens indefinitely, to Chule of themſelyes a Mayor? 
and the Charter ought to be conſtrued in fayour of Right, and ſo'tis to be taken 
thar it is Granted to all the Citizens : and this their | ight is apparent by the 
uſe of ir, which is mentioned in all the moſt Aricient Records of the Gity : 
there's oneor two very clear to this purpoſe. "The City growing great and yery. 
populous after their firſt Charter, tound it inconvenient to mect together, the. 
Commonalry being very great: and therefore according ro 'rhis their Right, 
which we Afſert, the whole City at a Common-Hall did make arr Agreement; 
Thar Eight, Ten, or Twelye, of every Ward ſhould be Choſenby their Wards, 
and = their Names, and in their Steads,Ele& the Mayor and the Sheriffs" of: 
the City. | | 4 
As 24 the Sixth Year of King Edward the Second, Lib. D. Fol. 3. which if yort 
pleaſe I defire may be Readz that you may not think I ſpeak without Book. 


The Act was Read. | ; _— 


And in the Twentieth Year of. Edward the Third, in the 'Year 1347. there 
is an Act of a Common-Hall Recorded, whetein *tis faid that there : gathered 
together on Simon and JuJes Day, the whole, Conummonalty into Guild-Hall, 
London, {o that the whole Hall was tull with the Commonalty. | 


The ACt read in theſe words. 


' And it is agreeed that from henceforth there - ſhall come the 
Mayor, the Aldermen, and alſo out of every Ward of the City 
London, - Twelve, Eight, or Six, according as the Ward 


ſhall be great or ſmall, of the Richeſt and Wiſeſt of every Ward; 
and ſuch Twelve, Eight, or Six, with the Mayor and Aldermen, 


ſoall intermeddle,and Chuſe a.Mayor and Sheriffs, for the Tear 
following Ns Sd 


- Tconceive this is ſifficient to prove, Thar it is the Citizens of Londons Right to 
Chuſe the Mayor and Sheriffs of London; fot accordingly they did meer rape- 
rhet, the whole Body of the Free-men.; and finding that inconvenient, the 
Commonalty did agyee at a full Hall,rhat fuch a ſcle& mimber ſhould be choſen 
by Gy Ward, and ſent to the EleQtion of the Mayor and Sheriffs, as appears 
by the A& tharhath, becn read ; and is probable, thar this was noc the ol 


[12] 


ems that ſuch an Agreement was made, but that this was made after the Com- 


no had - upon {ome Occaſion reafſumed the Power of Eletting to them- 
ſelves ; for according to this Agreement, it was the Pradtice of the Ciry of Lon- 


don tor near two hundred years before ir was pur into the hands of the Livery- 


men of each Company ; in 19th. of Edward the Firſt, Lib. C. Fol. 62. the Ele&tion 


of the Mayor and Sheriffs, is {aid to have been by the Mayor, Sheriffs, and Al- 
 dermen, and Twelve men of every Ward. . | 


In the 19th. year of Edward the firſt, Blun was Choſen Mayor of the City of 


© London, by the Common-Counſel and Aldermen, and by the Afſent of rwclye 


honeſt men ef every Ward of the whole City. Py: 

My Lord, it is apparent that twelye men were Choſen by every Ward, 
that did Ele& the Lord Mayor and the Sherifts. And the vey lame words are 
in the 31. of E-w. 1. where Martin and Burford were Choſen Sheriffs ; and in the 
Thirty Sccond of Edward the Firſt, where Fobn Bilan Was ſo Choſen Mayor. 
Lib. C Fol. 111. and 112. And.in the Firſt Year of Edward the Second, Fel. 112. 
Picot and Dwry were ſo Choſen Sheriffs. I humbly ſubmit ir to your Lordſhip, 
whether you will ſee theſe Records. I may quore more, as in the Third of 
Edward the Second, Lib. C. Fol. 113. &c. Ir was the continual Practice from 
Year to Year, that the Twelye Men Choſen by every Ward, did Ele the 
Lord Mayor, and the Sheriffs ; there is a whole Jury of Witneſſes in the Re- 


cords to this purpoſe: And 1my Lord, where chis Uage may feem to have: 


ceaſed, becaule in other Records is {aid rhey were Elefted by rhe Lord Mayor, 
Sheriffs, and Aldermen, and the whole Commonalry ; we ſhall make ir ap- 
Xar that this is meant the Selefted Men of the Wards ; though however thole 
yk are clear for'us': for if the Choice was GE wnole Commonalty, 
it was cither + by themſelves, or theſe Deputies. Yer we . find one Record in 
the Twenry Firſt of Edward the Firſt, Lib. C: Fol. 6. where*tis«daid, Firſt, that 
there was Aſſembled the whole Commonalty, and then 'tis Explained in theſe 


words, That js to fay of eyery Ward, 'the Richeſt and the Wieſt. 
The Record was Read. 
Mr. W. ddman. 


I produce this Record for this End, to ſhew that where the EleQtion: is ſaid 
to be by che Commonalty of the City, it is to be underſtood the ſele&tnutnber 
of every Wards Repreſentatives ; for it is. ſuppoſed every one is included ; 
and therefore *tis faid ro be by the: Commonalty. I pray my Lord obſerve 


- theſe words in this Record, the whole Commonalty, that is to ſay the more able and 


* Lib. C. Fo. 
41. Edw. 1. 


diſcreet men of every Ward. And to confirm this, if there be any need of it, we 
a prog another Record in 113.. Fol. Libro C. where Eleftion is laid to be 
made by the Commonalty ſummoned. thereunto : yer in Page 112. of the ſame, 
It js {aid men of eyery Ward did Chooſe : whence I Colle: that by the-ex- 
hyp: of the Commonalty ſummoned hercto, is underſtood rhe Twelye Men 
rom the Wards; fo thar it appearcth clearly in my humble Opinion; That ir 
was the PraCtice of the Ciry for near rwo hundred Years; to Chooſe by their 
Repreſentatives, before it came to be the Uſage of the City, to Chooſe by the 
Liyery-men of &&& Companies. b 


And my Lord, \f it were needtul to ſtrengthen this, we can ſhew by * Re- 


cords, Thar Parliarmeur men where Choſen by the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, 
and] welye men of every Ward ; thele were the Repreſenters of the Wards, 
chat joyned with the Lord Mayor, and the Court of Aldermen, in fuch Ele&ti- 
ons 3, and the Commiſſions given to the Parliamenr-men, are in the Name of 
the Whole Commonalry of the City, which admits they were all there ., their 

_ | erlons 


c [ 27 
Perſons or in their Deputies, to Choale them; and xj chogg:heir Copnmili 
ons: clic the Commonalty,! is abuſed-1 in hong hear. han vir nil 
mallipns 1; 4d, Tall rae tbe el oe: Fats 
Now. my;: a E | TAC, wg ON (vt 
dence. of, © Common-Counxel of. \Handgeythangh ] T and Yrarckes Day ey 
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accla 5d agull 
Men Tk W 
of this Ci OD 
not 0.6 
OW 5 
their re 
Phe Xt. pg that x 
ar yas vr hams 
ot X cen of thei 


eve. "8 Bo: 
Sen ;and.a 


b of King Abs, aud-lnctyay that uhevlotins 
ſhall be accordingto chognci Es 2q 79 > Ic 4: 51mSTIis vd 
1303 3:1 bo _ £2! '£ 9d S679 blyodt mw 
Pe Doing) bIWrE & 30 7; 5oDA Sn [529700 90 
ko, [. 
17 2 ah Bi 3 £25463 5m nt 215T int 
Ye wer "Me F W a, >; o3 20d - 25118 workivr 


137 Ionvdl 26 38d Oy 2193 

"ou i he Kite at any. time ſens: Wris, bes made! Prodamatioto for-h© 
quicting -the eleftions when there was diſturbances, .an! vel! the acl 
ceſs of $5 ople :- Yer rhe more honeſt and diſcreet 'men df nheſeverab Wards 
are mentioned;as bound to.come to the;eleftion, andtigcatriniandedthae Gy: 


; chuſeprout mor. oft, —_— to their cuſtom ' and] conceive ithathbeen' 
u 


that it was their cuſtom to-chuſe by the Repreſentatives of every ET ved, 


fay nothing for. the conyenjency: of this way. of 'choice that I plead for;>be-" 


cauſe we claim it as our right; 'and we expeftthat the Argurnenes againſtus 6 will : 
be chiefly from pretended inconveniences 8 and when thoſe + man ate 
produced, we ſhall endeayor to; anſwer then | : 


Mr: IRE 


LH 


' | ſuppoſe to farisfic your Conſtiences what is the Right in that which & 
indeayored by: theſe Gentlemen to be..defended , which. they have taken 
yo great pains abour, in oi what hath © been faid fo you ; I ſhall 

ea 


vour Gentlemen in the firſt place to remove that which ſeemeth to lie in 


my way, and ſo come to that which I haye to'fay in Anſwer to What hath 


been { ben by you. 


The: Golan that firſt ſpake, taking Occaſion to make ati Apo pology 
for-his own inability to perform the Wotk in this hands, he ” pleaſed to 
ſay that which I conceive yori do not believe ; he would make as if he wanted 
parts, when certainly he ſhewed very great Skill in the very entrance of the - 


buſinef ; and when the Fa& was bur a little ſtated;' he would have laid hold 
of you all, and fo of making you Judges, he would have made you Partics ; 
'And indeed -it is well that Po are both x 4 and Parties; they faid, and 


doubtleſs 


[14] 

that deſire you to proceed cron ab 
dobens now, hat che the whith: for my part | ont 
bur Fu EE Was much ſaid how much. ir did go you in 


4 but whar that | 
lis 


_y 


cur of zeal; alſo he 
| © not 'V 


% 
by 


you —_ En: R 
ou m ve the 
"Afr. Price ; an; 3th Ive Thartfat was urg- 
7 "Wa of fon was thi, thay "It 1 —Sodbr ginctple of Com- 
:4yb 'eatriot- be b bur Þy 4lenc, GE Bop way, 
is affete Ky? be bur-this he {peaks'of: "''F do: deny” his" Major. T- 
| T rigid alion's thite 5, and may 'be juſt jeftion withour | 
d cerjaijaly "the experience ' of all getierarions in 'the World eyi- 
wh tritth;'thut there may be juſt ſubjeftion/withoue aſſent ; -and there 
feb” Govertiments bur "are eſtabliſhed wittiout aſſent; it js true, 
'theaſſens i66/rhe-cafier istheſubjeftion bottz'' But whar doth he mean. 
perſonal afſent> if he means perſonal aſlenr, wo: br then 

any ſuch aſſent? bur to ſay no man nor People ſhall 
flent, we deny ; for 1s not a Lawful Conqueſt a Law- 
ts the matter” is not to make the Bulincſs impoſſible 
afſerx. But to that which they deliver, I can no way afſent. He 
that the ſeyeral Wards muſt Se Repreſentatives to fe the chief 
of: this City, and herels-you the firſt Records were loſt and' Imbezeled, 
Sproul, wes vibar dodrhe condade? he tells--you there were Records, 
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or, the Cortes of them: 'Bur 4aich- 
he, es: of> London are; Ancienter then the-Great Charter ; and the Li- 
'b being Confirmed” by that Law's therefore any Law made 
apa thay is.yoid: and null: and therefore the' Common-Connſel cannor 


Mr. Wildman, 
I aid dat wherein the great Charter was declarative of the PO 
Law, #. e. right Reaſon, . it ' was: unalterable , and any Liberty: of ' Landon of. 


"RE; ſuch as 8 thar we now-Pload for, t alſo to be unaker-. 
= So | | 


Mr. Mainard, 


[15] 


C Mr. Mainard: 


- You aid this that our C y Liberties are i Anticleet chew” yy We” oh 
| thatrhey Lo To Charta, and. JD OR 'be heeed” 8" 
Taw, muciviets by the fmon-Counfet.” FIAT, 
"the 'whole- ; 


#btch , there H 'z ſucceltion*of El 
thar cannox. be 'denicd by. ar - Which is nip! 
. any 'man lay wp ly, he Either © 
\ Now's ud. atid put 
ow A mart come | 
cn of art "Efais 1 15 


. Now we { 
raya Pace FEES p eb | dog 
ungrateful , bur to ery, nd ic; bu : is 
taken to perſwade you by Pace Oneleeen Be hdd? ed ; bit uns 
h AT BAAE n lictle grounds: . - OY He 
Yau fee y 2a are but rwo', and theſe! two dike in Sit al "ey | 
maintain. Now” all Truths ſtand: one wich another; faith' one; this is 
lawful; faith another , this'cannot be c ; cirhet you. nwft conclufſe 
the preſent is Jawful of unlawful ; it lawful; w y 5s it defired. to be chan-, 


. ged? But judge you che conſequers of I if. deny” vhis 7. NOW 
Nabi w beat then the whole City los for phi 


chk being a Eroce in ty "Abbe the 
Judges of Ee land were d to meer wire won ;” and: 
as extents by. thet hen all, thr fc Eethins' and 
London is named in the ; and it f 
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.on af y cat Advice; and 4 tho Jalits Were" 
god! y __ oe ſome of lien > 2s Pipham. Rea 
amous man; ſo'thar. Gentlemen, , fity 3 we ' ago Fic 

and alt the Judges of the Land” did give | 

would be matter of very great inconyenien - to _—_ es 

it as in right of Law to belongs, as it had been before; and if it 

lawful , then this City hath fortcited| its Chatter ,. and is lyablc 
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they thatate move in 7 Power and Authority ar any time ſhall 
be Sidlioned for ir, I do apprehend that the foundation of 
| doth not depend upon any Charter; thoſe Charters- you have 
ter” of confirmation, and not Charters ms do give ou DH 
anienteſt Record that you Fe is from King Hin but the 
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are many NN ks and 
le there ſhould: be ; 
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objection again! 


an, 
£5, pry ne. gk Cy ore to: by c m6 © the. rd . 
produced, 'it doth' not. _ ir ; for doth the -Charrer grant you any ſuch Re- * 
preſentative? "Taking it for. granted, the Right is founded upon Charter, - and * 
and-not upon cuſtom: and I take it ro be by. Ancient cuſtom before the Charter, .. 
of elſe the Charter would nothear. it, that they ſhould chooſe a Mayor, and be 
not telling them how and when ; for this pact gram grant was madebecauſe it 


Wal their cuſtom; butan, ob jection is this way which we now 
chooſe, all do. not chooſe... {9-4 anſwer Fn do chooſe, chouph not by their }. 
own votes; you oben gd We our right to the Livery Men to'give vote 
for for us? Tankwer a Man a8 Wet Gy ye we. ſay the Man feeth ; a Mans .. 

hand moveth, bur'it is the Mangh Aga be it; {o though gs TY pre + doth not © 


do eyer in the etthe whole doth eyery thing, and 
| _— Nah eyes pes DE: 


Now 7 Lawfully why then they are the Cities 
example for the. pong every member thereof canriot give his votc 
for the paſſing of /all things * for many times , many of them are in. oo. 

Country when many ARS an are mh badye yet we fy th the-Parliament doth it; 
 IneleQhion of Parliament Men 
ſhall Boos and yer we.all know rhat none: Dk bur ſuch asare Free-holders, 


- although theremay bemany as good men as Free-holders,. yer they have no + 


ks : chap yet *this Act is accounted the AXt of all the Commons i in England, 
cy 


-come in butby ſome Ca, and ſome haveno vote in the choice of : 


Keg we may not depart from this; for by this we hold all we have; foif 
this be a lawful choice, why then the "Law ſuppoſes that wherethere is a con- 


tirwauice of alawful tea there all. wouy 1 meanes is MpoRa to main- _. 


tain the poſſeſſion. | | 
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If thatall the/City ſhouldmneet- topether, -and ſet down this Order; if that 
it be once ſettled,/ that for &rerhereafter theſe and theſe ſhall chuſe; then you | 
make thoſe your Trulices, and it ſuppoſeth ſuch an ancient cuſtom was: And 
truly, Gentlemen, the choice as now It is; is no otherwiſe; forthe Aldermen 

rhey are choſen-by the'Ward, and fo are the Common'Council. 4 
I will put you a Caſe, which ro my Underſtanding, is like this. 'In the 28: 
year'of Ew. the 1ſt. there wasa Statute made, wherein'the King grants 10 
the People, that they ſhall-chuſe the Sheriffs, or conſervators of the Peace; 
whenas there-was nothing more clear, that none but the Freeholders ſhould 
chuſe them. Mark the parallel ; and yet this 1san Act of Parliament that hath 
its beginning'atthar time: and yer that 1s accounted the choice of the People: 
I ſhall now come to'examine that which Itold you of, the Preſidents which 
they produced ; which 1 was bold to tell you, that every cne of them made 
againſt them. L OL, oh; | 
\. Thatwhich is defired is, That every Ward ſhould thuſe them Repreſenta- 
tives, and that thoſe Repreſentatives, together with my Lord Mayor, and, 
Court of Aldermen, ſhould chuſe the chiet Officers of the City. And in proof 
to this, I ſhall appeal to your Memories, 'and'to the words of the Preſidents, 
whether one Preſident that rhey produce, prove thar thoſe 6, 8, or 12 men 
that were ſummoned tochuſe, were choſen by the Ward. You ſhall ſee what a | 
paſs you will come to, if you go according to their meaning of thoſe Prefi- 
dents. Says the firft Preſident, They were ſummoned fromeach Ward. They did 
not ſummon themſelves. Pray then who ſummoned them 2 Why, it was the 
Mayor that ſummoned them: The Mayor fummoned whom he would; fom- 
times 6, ſomtimes 8, ſomtimes 12, at his pleaſure; and: he ſummoned ſom- 
times the Honeſt men, ſomtimes the Rich men; and ſointimes the Wiſe men ; 


| and they came and made Eleftion of the Mayor. There is not the leaſt tittle 


in all theRecords that they produce, that they'were choſen by the Ward..It 
1s one thing.to ſay, 12 Men that were ſummoned from ſuch a Ward, came; 
andanothey thing to ſay; 12 Men that were eleted by the Ward; came and 
choſe : and yetſo it is faid, thatar thar Conventionthere ſhou'd be 6, 8, or 
12 of the Honeſteſt, Wiſeſt, and Richeſt men of the Ward choſe.” 
: If that there ſhould be ſuch a Summons ſent out, That #!l rhe Richeſt, and 
all the Wifeft of fach and fucha Ward ſhould come, whata kind of Symons 
is this! And how ſhall youjudge of theſe perſons ? .&c; Uh 

Bur it appears the Mayor fent out his Procefs and:fummoned them, and + 
10 a Law is'made, that none ſhould come but thoſe who are thus famnmoned : 
as it appears in theEleCtion of Bluny Mayor, and all along no mentionmade 
of eleting the perſons; but ſummoning them to appear. ve rnah 


++ Otherwiſe this muſt be underſtood to be the Common Council of the City | 
of London, tor they have had ſeveral terms; and a man: may very well fay, 
when theright is in the Commons to 'd6 this, or thar; that whenit' is done 
by their Truſtee, it is done by the Commons. ' Now .the Common Council 
arcoften ſfocalled, the Commons of this City. Now how will you underſtand 
that theſe 6, 8, or 12 men were only choſen for this'end, To | BOY, 1 
chuſerhe chief Officers 7 Theretsnothing lefs inthe *Record: *2 £4. 1-50. 41; 
only Maſter Wildman fancies that the. Ward met upon this occaſion, and 
elefted them; and then rhe Mayor ſhould fummon'them: So that, I fay, there 
could not be-ſtronger Preſidents than what they have produced, that make 
againſt themſelves.:1] ſhalbnow conclude what inconveniences would follow 
in point of /Lawv, in caſe chey had their deſire, 7 0 NE NO 
Secondly, You put yotrfelves upon this hazard; that if you part from 
that which is warranted by Charter, 'ani warranted by the poſſefſon'of 200 
years, arid warranted by the Reſolution of thoſe. 1% Judges, I fay,'Theh you 
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Thirdly, It will be inconvenient-ro you, in-xegard' of your Liberty inthe 
Ancient Laws of Exg/and. No mandwelt in any Ward, bur was ſwora to ap- 
pear upon all ſummonsto Courts. | FED "£63 

. . Your Wards bave Courts of Inqueſts and over them you have the Sheriffs 
Court; and this Court, which is above that : and no man can liveout of thoſe 
Juriſdictions. | b | | 

Your Wards in the City are like your Hundred-Courts in the Country. 
And.heretofore, in all Wards, every one was to be ſummoned, aſſoonas one 
was 12 years old, they were tobe ſummoned to givean account of theirLife. , 
; In a Ward you know there are many that are not Free-men; and there are 
many Free-men that have their Habitations abroad, Now if you admit of all 
to come to choice, why then Foreigners that live-in the Ward, {hall have 
more freedom than Free-men that live out of the Ward ; and it may fo fall 
out, that in ſome Wards there may be more Strangers than Free-men. So that 
in this way, of choice by the Ward, oftentimes thoſe thar are Citizens may 
be excluded, and thoſe thar are Foreigners may be included. 

But you- may ſay, we will exclude thoſe that are not Free-men from choice. 
But was there ever any ſuch thing done 1n this World? 

The-nexr thing that will follow it will be rhis, Popularity. Gentlemen, 
you muſt remember that I told you chat the Ward confiſteth of every Itiha- 
bitant thereof: and when you are in ſuch a populous place as this City is, and 
when that they ſhall all meet together, whar Breaches of Peace and' Inſurre- 
tions may come! 1 ſpeak not of that -which is without preſident: and ſuch 

Meetings cannot be, in any wiſe mans apprehenſion ; but this will follow. 

But truly. 1 do not look upon rhis as the greateſt danger ; but there is this 
in it alſo: [The foundation upon which: this 1s grounded, which the Doctrinal 
part of the Law, in this caſe is undermined, and the Example -of facha thing 
as this: For after this Example, truly all the Government or Corporations of 
this Kingdom will receive ſuch ſhakings, as I bluſh. ro mention, - when they 
ſhall contider- the Ancient Government of this City, ſo backt with Lawful 
Authority, put intoa new way. There is nota more dangerous thing in my 
Underſlanding. Ft: MIN | 

- Heretofore when the Prerogative did lie upon you, you did ſhew your 
ſelves.conſtant to your own Intereſt, Truly this is a meer deſign to betray 
you ; and it will ſhake you all ro pieces, if you look nor to it; for it is a 
Earth quake under. you, and will blow you up; | 

- As,tor that Principle Mr W.sflerted concerning juſt SubjeCion, becauſe he 
left. it, leſt, he ſhould reduce things to an uncertainty, I ſhall fay nothing; 

- Mr. Hay/es. My Lord and Gentlemen, Firſt, It is agreed to.by them, that F 
the power-of the chajice.of my Lord Mayor is rot meerly by Charter, but - 

| by Preſcription too ;,, That the Chapter 'is a Confirmation, atid notthe Origp 

nal : For. we.do ſay;.thar there was the ſame Office of Mayor many Years be- 
toie,F. John: Sothat your Officers of the City; have been time out 'of mind; 
and nor barely by the. Charter. And if it were nor fo, that wouldoverthrow 
all your Courts andFranchiſes. 6 1 1.15111 
1.Secondiy, This is agreed to on; both: des, that without all queſtion the 
Comman,Council. ſhall have a Vote inElection of the Mayor; in this we a- 
gree: ButtheDiſputeis, whether or,no the Livery and Aſfiſtants of the Com- 
panies ſhall come 1n with their Voice, or whether there ſhall be a new device, | 
tat the Citizens ſhall meet and chuſe:1z Men of each-Ward, as they do.in the as 
choice of the Common Council; ahd fo they ſhall ele&; the Mayor, - 
. Thydly,.. Weagree. in this, that is, thatthie way of EleCtion hath been by 
the Mayor, Aldermen; : Common: Council, and Livery Men, and hath been 
u;ed for about 180 years. And they affirm that this was grounded upon an | 
A& of Common Councel. ETTREE t | 
(;Thele three things are agreed unto on both ſides. But | 


| { 19) | 
But now the great heat is againſt the Livery Men; and the Reaſons they 
_ give againſt them are theſe Three: co 
Firſt, They argue from point of Inconvenieticy. That is; becauſe the Mayor 
and Aldermen do not chuſe the Maſters and Warderis of the Conipanies; 
therefore they ſhould not chuſe the Mayor; and Officers of the City. | 
The Second Reaſon ey give, is ih poirit of right. I ſhall ſay no moreof 
that chan what hath been faid already: You have had a choice of Mayor and 
Sheriffs; for near 2zo0 years, by the Aldermen, Conitnon Council, and Livery, 
ro argue EleCtion out of converitence, that you have been under 200 years: 
To alter it upon M. Priſe's Opinion, I think you will not;. you having 
found it every way lo convetilent and profitable ro you — | 
Burt if ſo be there be any inconventency in this, a popular choice will be 
very much more inconvenient; I pray tonifider but this one thing: If 1b te 
the People ſhould come hereafter, and diſpute the validity of this choice yon 
plead for, and ſay, What do you tell us of Repreſentatives! We will all chooſe 
our ſelves; What imaginary grounds can there be to ſay, Theſe fears are but 
imaginary 2 How will ir be; when it wi!l come tobe thus They will ſay; 
We will go and chuſe a Mayor our ſelves; there is riothing of Right in this, 
but meerly Imaginations: if you allow of 10, or 12, they may fay, why not 

50, Of 100, Or 200? But for poitit of Right' you hive heard what hath beeri 
laid of rheſe 3 Heads, os | | 

But, faith M. W:{dmay, the foundation of all power is in the People firſt * 
If that ſhall be a ground to\let in all the generality o: Citizens into an a&tua] 
choice of Officers, will there not bettie ſame reaſori for Appretitices, and Fo- 
reigners, to plead for Votes in yourEleCtion? A Foreigner 15 under the powet 
of the Mayor, and Apprentices live under the command of the Mayor. 

The next Reaſon is, they would endeavour to prove that this courſe of Ele- 
tion ol wor for, was heretofore uſual. I ſhall fay but rwo words to thar: 
Firſt; They inliſt upon the Charter, and thar of King John -* the words 
are, They ſhall Elett a Mayor. MO aig 
 Andthey produce ſome Preſidents of 3 Ew. '1. and 1 Edw. 2. 

I ſhall repeat one word or twoof that my Brother Mayi#ard omitted. 

- Firſt, You will remeinber we proved a conſtarit uſage of neat 200 Yeats 
ih this way of Ele&ion; and their pteteiice is but for a few certain Years, 
that the choice was in that way which they deſired: | 

A ſecond thing ſhews their pitiful miſtake. The Common Council are a- 
greed to havea choice: why if they examine it, they will fnd the Common 
Eounci ate men choſen by the Ward. They do find) here and there mention 

made, that the Mayor was choſen by the Aldermen, and about 6, 8, or 12 
men ſummoned. And hete they think, that they muſt rieeds be Repreſenta- 
tives choſeby the Ward ; whenas in truth, theſe might very well be the 
Common Council of the Ward, | FE OWE 
' 1 think there is nothing left for riie to fay tothat. Whatl ſhall offer; ſhall 
be out of Record, and never mentioti the conveniences nor inconveniences. 
1 ſha'l fead rhe Records wnto you, that me protuce; and I will rake hold 
of ſome words of them: The words are theſe: There ſhall come out of every 
Ward Twelve, Eight, 02 Six ren; accozding to the greatneſs ofrhe Yard, 
And accordirig to the Wards of Zoxgon, the Corfimon Council Men were ſent, 
ſome more, and ſome'leF; And this is very obvious, that whererhere is ſuch 
a deſcription of the number for each Ward, there muſt needs be meant the 
Common Councils. -So that of neceſſity theſe words exterid to the Common 
C-uncil Men, or elſe the Common Coutttil muſt be excluded. 

And again,- from «Record Zdw, ;. they argue the Commonalty to be the 
12 Me, when they ate the Liveries. So they miſtake ntheir Application. 

Weare not todiſpute who may alter checultorn ; butthey fay, this is your 
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c Yaol.5 & bind 3d (20), | Ee 
_' Wewll adrnit, that that which is by a fundarherital Law or Charter, cari- 
not be altered by an;A& of Common Council. But if your prefent choice be 
not lawful,, then all Bargains made ſince Edw. 1.by your Officers are void, 
and you have no power to judge; for you.are no Conimon Council, 

( M. Wild ſpoke laft for the City Liveries to the ſame purpoſe as the other : 
He had no new Argument, only an obſervation from 28 Edw.1.) - 
 M. Priſe:;, I humbly. conceive I may anſwer, him to what hath been ob- 
jected againſt what I delivered according to Reaſon. You fay that I did de- 
clare, that juſt SubjeCtion cannot be, but by aſſent. Under favour, that was 
| Not - x by me: But I affirm that juſt Subjection cannot be but by right 
of aſſent. ... TE, | | © 5 IN | 
. Secondly, They. urge that we differ upon our grounds. The one faith thar it 
15 lawful, the other faith not. And the Reaſon 1s, becauſe they thar'grant it 
haveno power to grant it: But for my part I did not aſſert any ſuchthing. 

As concerning the Reſolution of the Judges that you ſo much. ſpeak of, in 
ſome caſes it is conſiderable, and in ſome caſes little weight is to be given to 
the rReſolutions. For we all know, in the caſe of Ship-Mony, they gave in 
their Reſolutions, that- it was according to Law. And we alſo know, that this 
Was afterwards condemned by the Farliament, to be contrary to Law and 

legal. | . 
| £0" The Reſolutions of thoſe very Judges you ſo much extol, do 
no way reter to the bulineſs, | 

\ We offer to grant a ſelect number may lawfully chooſe; but the Liveries 
are not ſo. And the Opinion of the Juoges only fay, that a ſele&t number 
may chooſe. ; 

_ Thirdly, Whereas it isfaid the Charter is declarative; to that I anſwer, The 
Practice ſucceeding' doth declare what the cuſtom then was; and we have 
no mention.of any Maſters, or Livery-Men of Companies in Election. And ' 
for Expoſition of che Charter, if that werie you to the Letter of it, youſay we 
tie you to an impoſſibllity.: But we only plead for the Repreſentatives of 
| Wards, tochuſe,- not all perſonally : and therein is no impoſſibility,” 

. And beſides, in 21 Ed.1, it is expounded what was meant by thoſe words. 

We proved the Charter gaveit the City, and the City gave it the Common 
Councii, and the Common Councll gave it to the Livery ; and if they gave 
it for good, -if they find it prejudicial, ye may take it away again. _ 

| Whereas they ſay that by the number of 6, 8, or 10, is doubtleſs meant the 
Common Council; How do you know the Common Council-Men did confift 
of fo many in every Ward? DD 7 fp ares 
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And. then for the Expoſition of the Ward Moat: 'Whereas ey fay ſome 

Fo:cignersmay chule, yea, they may infer as well, Foreigners may be choſen. 
| Tothat I anſwer, many men may be ſummoned'together about buſineſs , 
& ſome of them may hgvea right to ſomethings there in hand,& ſome may nor. 
- We havea Freſident Or ce one that was no Freeman was choſen 16 bea'She- 
riff of London, and Us 1 was no Freeman, therefore the EleQion wasnull. 
Sothough.it be granted, that every particular man. of every Ward; be ſam- 
moned to coine to the Ward-Moat, yer it doth not follow that hehath aright 
to all the work to. be done 18 that Court, Again for the Popularity and con- 
ſequences which th:y ſo much plead, that will every whit refle& upon this 
Honourable Court ; tor every Memberof this Honourable Court is Soſen by 
that Party which they call Fopular : therefore lec them ſpeak of that till to 
morrow motrmog all will refle& upon you. That Which is now pleaded for 

4s cuſtom, ,; . Þ3 . Tn Tr Word 

Thirdly, That this hath; been the praCtice for 180 Years, I'do not deny ; 
-but 1 donor grant it. Suppoſe we do grant it, and yet we bring a PraQtice tor 
within 12 Years, that wasanother PraCtice; whether an intermiſſion - Pra- 
| ices 
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(1) ; 
Qtices do not rend that which is called caſtor, I humbly offer. For my part 
did not offer the Argument of convenieney in relation tothepreſent V:a&tice 3 
bur according to this Principle'l argue- againſt the unreaſonableneſs of- this 
Priviledge, that theſe Genti/emen would have to this Kight, and not. by Au- 
thority of this Court. Again they ſay, that if Eledtion be bv the Ward, men 
will p!ead thus: Why not 50, or 100, as well as 6, 8, or 12? | 

Again they urge, that Livery-Men were called the Commonalty ; but how 
aptly, and how fitly, we offer unto you todetermine. 

q Major Wildman's Reply. - | 

| Ay it pleaſe your Lordſhip , and this Honourable Court, to give me 

leave to make ſome Anſwers to what the learned Gentlemen on the 
other fide have pleaſed to objeft and take exceptions at what was athrmed. I 
ſha!lnot (my Lord) endeavour (as that Gentleman did) caprare benevoientiam, 
to take the Aﬀe&ions'of the People, before I begin to debate the matrer in 
queſtion. I ſhall not tell them that I will not intinuare into their-minds any 
thing but what will ſtand upon the foundation of Truth ; butoffer my thoughts, 
and freely ſybmit to your Judgment : -YetI hope ro anſuv er purty uierly M. 
Maynard's Exceptions. | GRO” 

te was plcaſed, | firſt, to take exception at t}at general Principle that I a- 

verred, from whence I ſaid might be deduced the Right ot all the Wards to 

chuſe the-Lord Mayor anJ Sheriffs by their Repreſentatives: Though the 
Gentleman might have p'caſed to remember, | did ſay I would wave rhuſe 
 Frinciples of common Right, lefi heſhould fay we intended :o bring all things 
to 2n uncertainty, by unravelling'the bottom of Government to its firſt Prin- 
ciple; ry therefore 1 inſiſte upon nothing bur what we claim as our writ- 
ten Right. 6 

The ſecond thing the Gentleman' was pleaſed to except againſt, was thar 
which heonly imagined in his own Brain, -miſreciting my words, likeaman 
created by his ſancy to try his skill upon : for he ſuppoſed I did ſay, That if 
we had the Records that are now loſt, we doubted not but that they, would prove 
the aſſertion we maintain : whereas 1 ſaid, 1f we had the Record's of thoſe times, 
that are leſt, they would ſhew us what the Rights of Pecple then were. Andthat 
I conceive to be without Execption. - - 

The next thing he takes exception againſt, is, what I ſaid concerning Mag- 
va Charta; and would make this Court believe that 1- had thought all -chat 
great Charter was unalterable : But thetruth is, 1 did only fay, That Magn z 
Charta, the great Charter of England, was unalterable, according; to the t rin- 
ciples of the Gentlemen of the lopg Robe: I only ſpoke it upon their bor- 
tom. I faid, 1t I ſhould believeSir Edw:' Cook in what he ſaid upon the Stature 
of 42 Edw. 3.1 muſt then ſay, that an: A&@ of Parliament made contrary to 
that part ofthe great Charter that was declarative of the Common Law, was 
null of it ſelf; for he ſaid that-part of it was unalterable. Thus I gave them 
only their own Authority, and madeit no'aſſertion-of mine abtolutely-: Tho, 
under his favour, I think aman may aſſert, thar'w'hat is founded upon the true 
Common Law of Exg/and, as Sir Ed.Cook ſaith, which is Right Reaſon, no'Au- 
thority: whatſoever ought to alter : (T ſpeak not of circumliances) forif 'we 
ſhould aver that, we ſhould aver contradiftionsinthe'very terms, ah4ſay, rhar 
Right Reaſon of right may bealrered from Right Reaſon, I ſhalllet pats whar 
the Gentleman was'pleaſed to ſay of the Laws being edge'tools,'and-of men 

cutting themſelves with'them. 1 believe he met-with'an Argument for the 
Peoples Right that wasan edge toolin his way, "and he was loth'ro- break his 
ſhins over it, and therefore he paſt over the Argument with a grave cauition 
of the ſharpneſs of the/Law, that he'might. divert yotr thoughtsfrom it: But 

the Gentleman coming # little nearer to'the matter, ſays dowrt abr 
| G | whic 
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whiehinthasj Elateverfincerhe x5 £4..4. theſe Liveries havehad-the choice, 
AnJ' then heargyes thus: Saith he, The caſe would be very hard to have your ti 


tles of Land, after. «go years poſſeſſion, to be queſtioned: And is it not as hard, - 


that th: right of the Jatveries 16 Eleftions ſhould now te gueſt,oned? Under 
the Gentleman 's fayour, the caſe 1s very difterent. I ſuppoſe no manpleads for 
the hike title to a Power or Authority over the People, that men have to their 
Lands, nor upon the ſame grounds. lt the Titles were alike, it were juſt to buy 
and ſell Authority,or places of 1ruſt and Goverement,as webuy and ſell Lands 
or }-orſes in Smithfield; and this our Common Law abhors. If we ſpeak of 
People that are arrant meer Vaſials, like the Slaves in Argjer, Authoruy over 
them is indeed bought and ſoid; but hope we are not to. beſo efteemned, and 
yet the Juiliceof thoſe bargains 15 Not, clear, But certainly menstitles to Land 
and to a power of Government, are, orought to beofa different nature : And] 
ſhall make bold to affert, That 'tis no hard caſe, that the Right of any num- 
ber of men claiming a power in or about Government by Succeſſion only, 
ſhould after 190 Years .poilefſion be queſtioned. Suppoſe M. Maz vard could 
have made good the Livery: Mens claums to the Election of the chief Officers 
of the City by cuſiom, (but then he muſt have more than doubled the time 
of the uſage he ſpake of,)yetI humbly conceive that theExerciſe of any power 
about Government is not-made juſt by continuance oi ume, unleis it were juſt 
io the, Original. If long uſurpatizon of a Power, in or avout Government, cou'd 
give.a right ro that-Power, all the foundationsof juit Government were over- 
turncd, and by conſequence it were not right or jult to take away an uſurp- 
ed Power if the Uſurpers be grown.old. 7 
Next;the, Gentieman. is pleaſed before he comes to his material Arguments, 
to in{inuate ſirange, buge; dreadful, monſtruous Con: quencesthat woulden- 
ſue, in caſe any man ſhall deny his Aſſertions, he is pieadica to iay, Wha: ſtrange 
conſequences would enſue; if we ſhould ſay, for 190 years all the 1 0: d Mayors or 
. Sheriffs, of the City of London have been unlawfully choſen 2 i ur fppole that 
which he ſuggeſts; that the Mayors have been choſen unlawtully 1o- long, 'cis 
time then tq provide fora lawful choicey and the continuance of the un'awtul 
will breed more at M. Mayzard's'monſtruous conſequences ; and it it be un: 
lawful, *tis-not: forvearing.te ſay fo that will amend the Conſequences 

But now the Gentleman comes to his Foſition, and faith, That this Govern- 
ment that is now is lqwfal.' The Gentleman mighthave pleaſed tohave ſparcd 
that ; I did not yet attert that theGovernment thatis now 1s unlawful, yet he may 
take ſome anſwers to-his Arguments, or rather Authorities for the legality of it. 

The uſt. Ground he builds upon-for the lawtulneſs of this Government is the 
Opinion of the Judges, which makes'a huge Cry. But by the way, the queſti- 
en 1s not now concerning the Government, but only concerning the'chooſers or 
eleQers of theGovernours; the Government may bethe lame ttill, though-the 


manner and-way-of eleQting;theſe Governours may bealtered from what isar 


preſent. Yet tothat Opinion of the Judges, which makes the great noiſe in the 
Court; Oþ (faith he)" 145; he Opinionof all the learn'd Judges; and then he para. 


phraſes upon the goodneſs, honeſty, learning, and ame'of the Judges that were - 


named intheBook produced, It may«be'thoſe Gentlemen ot: the Long Robe 
were Black-Swans; yetthe Argument from Authority is none of the rongeſt, 
T is PM a,very; good confequence,- thar-the thing is juſt becauſe good men 
thovghr-ſo.,j i! - WONG TL it ba? "Kg SLOTTED 
tr Ye under faygur the Opinion of the Judges I take to be not the moſt cer» 
tain or unglterable amangſt-men, nor the moſt unbyafled by their own Inte- 
ref./1 beligveiit. man fliould go to-the:12 Judges, he ſhall ſcarce fied 4 or 3 
of the 12 ofthe fame opinion-m a-dubious'caſe,; yetifthere were-more that a- 
greed; ;the-late opinion-ofithe Judges'in-the caſe, of Ship-Mony may iiformus 
how Gan the Jules avintins are 'trom the Byals'qf' private Intereſt 1o ſuch 
OTITIS 24 © 3-4 | | caſes, 
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eaſes, and how fit tis 40 u$ to dep:nd upon them 3- but however the 6p1nicn 


of the Judges prociuced/by Mr. Mayn.yrd, I crave leaye toaffirm to beagaitiſt 


himin this Cale, ar leaſt nar for him. 1 detire ir may be read. 


The Caſe of Corporations, tonching the Eleftion of Governours in the 
foarih of the Lord Cooks Rrports, fol. 77, 75. | 

In the ſame Term at Serjeants-Tnn in Fleet ſtreet; it was demanded of the 
chiet Juſtices, 'o;ha, and Anderſon, and Periam, chiet Baron, & of the other 
Juſtices, | hat where divers Cities, Burroughs, &' Towns-are incorporate by 
Charters, wheiher by the naine of the Mavor & Commonaſty,or the Mayor & 
Burgeſſes, & of the Bailifts & Burgeſles, Ge. or the A'dermen & Burgeltes, or 
the Provolt & Sheritis, or Burgelics, or the like; & in the faid Charters it be 
preſcribed thet che Mayor, Bailiffs. aIdermen, Provoits ſhall be choſen by the 
Commonalty cr Butgeties, & of theancient & uſual Eleftions of Mayor, Bai- 
ifts, Provoſts, & /y acertainchoſen number of the chief of the Commonalty, or of 
the Burgeſſes, commonly called the Common Councll, or by. other name, &: 
Rot in general by all the Commonalty or Burgetſles, or not by fo many of them 
as will come to the EleQtion, ſhall be good in Law, foraſmuch as by theſe 
words of the Charters the Ele&ion tha:t be zndefiaitely by the ( ommonalty, or 
all the Burgeſies. And which Queſtion being ot great importance and conle- 
quence, was r:ferred bythe Lords of che Council torhe Juitices, ro know the 
Law 1n that caſe; for that divers attempts were now ot la:e ind.versCorporati- 
ons,contrary tothe ancient uſage, ro make popular tlections ; & it was re{olv'd 
by the Juſtices upon great deliberation, and upon conterence had amongit 
themſelves, that ſuch ancient uſual Eleftions were gooa, and well warranied 
by their Charter, and by the Law alſo; forin every of their Charrers they have 
power given:them to make Laws, Ordinances & Conſtitutions, tor the better 
Government & Order of their Cities or Burroughs, & by torce ot which, & 
for avoiding popular confuſion, they by their common aſſent conſtitute or ordaing 
n Jam.) Bailiffs, or orher principal Officers, ſhall be choſen by oxe cer. 


That the 
tain ſelef-number of the principal of the Commonalty, or of the Burgeſles, as 
is aforefaid,& preſcr:bealfo how ſuch ſetefted numbers ſhall chaſe; & tuch Or- 
dinances & Conſtitutions was reſoived to be good, & allowable, & agreeable 
with the Law, & their Charters, for avoxding of populardiforder & confuſion 1 
& although that no ſuch Conſtirutionor Ordinance can be ſhewed, yet it ſhall 
be preſumed & intended in reſpect of ſuch ſpecial manner f ancient & conti- 


_ tual Bleftion, which fpeciat Elettion 1 wot begun without common conſent; thatat 


the tir{t. !ate Ordinanc>or Contiitution-was made, fuch revercnd reſpe of 
Law doth give to 4n/zcat © continual allowance & uſage, as it had been 
within timer Memory.” And the cuſtom of melt faithtul Antiquity is tobe 
eſtcemed the things which are done contracy tothe cuſtom & uſage of the 
Ancients Either pleaſe, 'or ſeem right, & the frequency of the AQt-premiſerh 
much, and according to thar-Reſolution the ancient and: continua: Uſages 
have been in rhe Ciries of London & Norwich. and:other ancient Cirres & 
Gorporati6ns: And God defend that they ſhall be now innovated or aitered, 
For that many and'great-Inconvenicnces will ariſe upon the ſamez/all whic 
the Law hath/well prevented; as appears by that Reſolution,. * 4 is 
© Firſt, My Lord, obſerve; that rhe Qaeſtion here reſolved is nat our Que- 
ftion, the Queſtion: here refolved was this, Whether an Eleftion.of. a: Mayor, 
mot made by albthe Commonalty in a Conporation, or at Jeaſt as many 24 wor 
'come, was good in L,1w? Bar our preſent queſtion is:only this, Whether the 
'Commonalty of this City ought not to have . their Repreſenters to-chuſe the 
iL,or4 Mayor ? Sothar we do grant, that an EleQion/nor made by all the 
"Commonalty may be good. © os oe KAT 
' "Now, my Lord, obſerve :the Judges Reſolution of the Queſtion; any by 
yds | Ls GIVE 
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ſolve that an EleQion made by the Mayor and Aldermen, and a certain 
choſen number of the choice of the Commonalty,is good in Law. We concur 
with the Judges, kceping cloſe to their words, A certain choſen number of 
the Commonalty ; & tothoſe other words of theirs, viz. Such ancient uſual 
Eleft:ons; that is toſay, ſuch ancient EleQions by rhe choſen number ot the 
Commonalty are good in Law. Now we deny thar the preſent EleCtion of the 
the Ld. Mayor by theLivery-Men is the moſt ancient uſual way of EleCing, 
and that the Livery-Men are a choſen number of the Commonalty, I mean, 
choſen according to any right ot choice, that right being i-theCommonary. 
Bar, my Lord, 'tis very obſervable in this Opinion of the Judges, upon 
whar Ground they judged ſuch Elections valid in Law ; the ground is this, 


For 'tis to be imagined or ſuppoſed, ſay they, that ſuch ancient and continu- - 
ed Eleftions did not begin without common aſſent. H-nce tis evident, that ' 


the Judges imagined that all the Cirizens had the right of choice in rhem, 
and that they had agreed that a choſen number of themſelves ſhould chooſe 
in their ſtead ; So thar rhe Judges in their Opinion took the choſen number 
of the chict of the Commonalty, thar did ele the chick Officers to be the 
Repreſenters of the whole Commonalty. *' 

Now if your Lordſhip pleaſe to remember we produced an A of the 
Common Hall of London, made long betore the Liverics made any claim 
ro be the chooſers, and ar an Aſſembly, when the Guz/d Hall was filled with 
the Commonalty, wherein they did aſſent, that there ſhouid te a certain 
number of every Ward proportionably that ſhould be the EleQers ot the 
Mayor and Sheriffs; ſo that the way we propoſe, of ſeveral men of every 
Ward, repreſenting the Wards to ele, is founded upon 4 common Aſſcnt, 
They produce no one At of acommon: Hall, that ſhould make it appear, 
that it was ever aſſenred unro by the Commonalty, that the Livery-Mcnof 
the Myſteries ſhould bethe chooſers of the Mayor. bY: 

Now my Lord [ humbly offer itto this. Honourable Court, whether this 
opinion ot the Judges about Eleftions produced by Mr. Maynardas the pil- 
Jar wherecn they butld the lawfulneſs of the Liverics Eletions, do not ra- 
ther ſpeak them to be unlawſul, in my humble opinion, this chat thoſe learn- 
, ed Gentlemen flouriſhed like Golzah's Sword againli us, llays themſelves. 

After Mr. Miynard had producedthe Authority of the Judges as he ſup- 
poſed for his Clients caſ@, he argues from conſequences, faith he, If this pre- 
ſent-way of EjeQing by the Liveries were nor lawſu!, mark the conſequences, 
your Charter, faith he, is forfeited; this 1 conſeſs is a big bellied word ; bur 
how will this aſſertion-agree with what M. Miynard, M.Hales, and M.:1de 
all affirmed, rhar the Charters of the Ciry did not originally give the Ciry 
thoſe Liberties that are:menrioned in the Charter, but that the Charters were 
only Declarative of Cities Rights, ſhewing what their Rights were before 
the Charters? Now'if the Charters give not the City their Rights, certainly 
you cannorforteir your'Charters, unlcſs the learned Gentlemen ſhall pleaſe 
ro ſay, You ſhall forteirthe Declaration of your Rights, (for the Charters are 
no more by their ownconfeſſion) and.if your torieiture be no more you zag 
enjoy your Liberties {tzll, notwithſtanding ſuch a forteitureas they pretend. 
Bur ſuppoſe a man ſhould ſay what I did not yer ſay, that the-preſent way of 
Ele&ting the Mayor is unlawful, is it any more than this, that theCirizens 
have ſaffered their Right to be takenfrom them for many Years, & othersto 
enjoy it awfully. and how will this conſequence be deduced from thence, 
thar theCity hath forfeired thei Rights; 1 confeſs | underſtand nor by the 


Law thar a Body politick or Corporation, as ſuch, is under harder Laws in . 
ourNation,than theMembers of theCommon: Wealth ſeverally ; now no man 


in E»g/and can forſeit his Rights withour a legal conviQtionof ſome crime for 
whichthe Law cenſures himco forſcit his Rights ; &1 know no reaſon why 


the 


a» | / 
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"the City ſhould have ſuch hard meaſure, that in caſe the free nien have 


ſuffered the! Companies to ufurp their right, thar therefore all the Ci- 


ties rights ſhould be forfeited. 


” 


-- Mr. Maynards next argument for the Liveries EleQtions, was this, \That 


*tis founded upon a conſtant uſage, rime our of mind; ſo that; faith he, 
the City now preſcribes unto this way of Elefting; and yer the Gentleman 


vas pleaſed" afterwards £6 confeſs, that to make a-ritle: by preſtription 
there muſt be x conſtant uſage ſince Rich, the firſts time, and they only 


produce art A&t of a Common Councel for the Liveries Ele&ing about 
x74 years fince, and willſuppoſe that that a&t of Common Councel was 
in confirmarion' of what was 'the cuſt»me before, whereas they produce - 
no one footftep of a Record before that rime ro prove that it | was the u- 
ſage to chaſe by Livery-men, bur-on the contrary it hath appeared that 


' the EleQion/hath been 400 years fince by a ſeleQ& number out of the 
' {ſeveral Wards, which cannor be any way ſuppoſed to be meant of Li- 


very-meti, they not coming as men from ſeveral Wards, but as'\men 
from ſeveral Com panies. , | 


The next thing the Gentleman ſaid, was this, that he hoped we would 
grant that we did both depart fromthe” Charter it {elf ; for, fairh: he, 
if we found'the: way of EleQting upon the Charter, the Charter run- 


' ning to the Citizens indefinitely, it muſt be underſtood of all the” Citi- 


Zens and Barons; and, faith he, you grant, it is impofſible they ſhould 
altogether make the Election, ſo we! both depart from. it. Under his 
Favour I muſt be bold to deny it ; We depart not' from the | Charter, 
for we ſay, that the Charter giving a right of choyce to all rhe Cirizens, 
they may proceed 'in their : EleCtions, either by. themſelves perſonally, 
or their Depnties; and they finding it inconvenient to meet Perſonally, 
may depute others to make rheir EleQtions; and-an'Eleftion ſo made, is 
cruly ſaid to be made by'the Cirizens. So that if caſe that way of E- 
le&ing were admirted which'the Pertirioners propoſe, 'it were direQly a- 
greeable to the' Charter; for, then! indeed the Cirizens ſhould chuſe, be- 
cauſe they chuſe every -one of them by their 'Deputies, as all the Peo- 
ple of Engiand make Laws in Parliament, becauſe every mans Deputy ' 
1s, or ought to be, there in Parliament. fr 
Next Mr. Maynard anſwers an ObjeQtion ; If, faith he, it be objeQed, 
that in the way of EleQtion''thar 'is by the Livery men, all:are not re- 
reſented ; ſaith he, it is-true, if - you take it in ſome ſence; bur, faith 
e, if you rake it in the ſence of the Taw, there they are repreſented, 
and it is the City makes theſe EleQions ;' Saith he, che” Law ſaith: ſo; 
as, faich he, in: caſe a'\mans hand nivyes; It is the man that':moves, or 
his eye ſees a' Colour, it is' the man that ſees. 'I hope the Gentleman 
will pleaſe to" confeſs avaſt difference between {a Body: natural, and a 
Body politique ;- Becauſe he may truly /fay, if a 'mans hand moves, all 
the' man moves, therefore will he {ay that what ' a: few, -orone member 
of 'the' City 'doth, is the' Cities a&ion? 'If fo, if 'one in the: City com- 
mit Treaſon,” all the City are Traytors. I believe, Gentlemen, you would 
be loath''to admit of fuch' a Law. 5 TOE 
' Bit to"confirm' this aſſertion, the Gann projamns ſomething out 
of that' which he called 2-ticuli ſuper Obartes, where he faith, the King 
granted to the People ty chuſe Sheriffs; and yer the People did not chuſe, 
them all in! general, it''was'ttie'Freetislders chole them. Mr. Maynard, 
If he 'pleaſeth, could have 'told Wikie-thie" People: in general were re- 
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ſtrained from eleRing -Parliamentanen, iand other the Sheriffs alſo, .and 


upon - What pretence it - was. put upon\ Freeholders onely,: and; howit{er- 


vedthe Kings ends to proctre that Statuts of, Reſtrition,z. if Iforget nor | 


the time, it was inthe 8 of Heryi6s Chap. + But however: Mr. A1ay- 
»ardi ſhould have proved this torches juſt; before. he .can.prove. the- orher 
to be:qult by this... 14 10 $9 23310008 3 ne won yt) of; 
. :, Now! the Gentleman. is pleaſed: $9 come:tp examine the. preſidents Wc 
.. produced, and. faith, thei will rarrs our. own: Jwoxds into guxown bowels; 
and endeavors to dorit thus; | fo} oy OBA ng ol neg 
.. Firſt, ſaith be,. you prove that the; Wards: did, ſend. ſeygral Perſons-to 
theſe,:EleQions . 4c0- years . fingey but - you, prove | nat. that. the; Waigs 
choſt theſe Perſons ; you read indeed Records ithat ſaid theſe, Perſons; were 
ſummoned ; to 'the -ElefQtion, - but who;furmoned them? .certainly -4he 
Mayor ſummoned: them, 'and he-ſuinmoned. -wham .þe' would: {;1 verily 
believe. this. would be. a very bitter. Pill, for.zhe Cixizens;co. digeſt, -. tp 
lay..the Lord: Mayor ſhould fammen, when. he-;pleaſee, and whom. he 
pleaſed, out of every Ward to come to the Election, . the Government 
would þe turned topſie turvy, if. that were -admitted,;thenþe that ſhould 
be! atice Lord Mayor, might be for -ever Lord Mayor, if he Qould make 
but a:friend .or two .in every Ward, and if this be imagined, t-have been 
the cuſtom of the City, I wonden:whbo ſummoned thoſe: thar choſe ghe 
But! the Gentleman is pleaſed to make his Argument. thus z, Taith he, 
it is ndt named in the Record, you produce, that .theſe men; were EleQed 
' by the Wards, though ſummoned from the . Wards ; therefore. ſaich he, 
they: were not .elefttd..: It is::a new kind -of- Logick that, muſt make 
this. argument good ;; ?Tis not recited in the Record. that they, were choſen, 
therefore they were' not. choſen ;, 1 might as well ſay that in your-ſummon 
to. a Common Councel,: your being: choſen by. the Wards js,npt recited, 
therefore 'you Gentlemen of this Court were, not choſen. +. I confeſs. lam 
not vary 'well-verſt.in the AQs that are in this Cours, but I. think. there-is 
n0..aCt:af | the Court; recorded, whereinit is Taid, \7 here were, preſent? tbe 


that they were not choſen by the Wards? I muſt firſt learn,a, new Lo: 
eick, before L ſhall;dane 1d to conclude. 36 rags: be 1 7/4 ——_— 

- The ſecond: thing he objeQted . againſt the-preſidents, was this, Thoſe 
Twelve: \nden-:of- ther Wards that; are. laid to. ele; the Mayor, daich be, 
mult-needs-be underfiood-t0 be. Common: Coungel,:men ; Fruly, beſides 
the Anfiver:-of Mr.. £xfre;;that it: was; not probable,,,becawie., ghe. number 
of. Conmon:Councel would. then; have been.far greater, 4bag,now;it is, 
when/the 'City was! far leſs ; tilt. that paſs, 1; only anſwer, thus, thay 
if they pleaſe. to look in 23, of Heap, the ſixth, ,it.is in Lib., K. fol. 214, 
It is faid-in the; writ that came: down from the King to prevent .diſture 
bances at that EleEtion: of; the Mayor, that none thould-be there bur they 
that have anintexefi; to þe there; choſe. that were; 1n n-Councel, 

And the: wore: difereet ,and able men of the wards, ſo that belides the Com- 
mon-Councel, there were others that were; wiſe.. and able;.dilcreet men 
in the: Wards that, were: tocome. 50) the Eleftions, which. probably.were 
thoſe: thar wereichoſen by the Wards... If. your Honour: pleaſe, the Re- 
cord may: bt: read... The, former an{wer:ſerves'to, Mr. 4qjnards Obſerva- 
tion of the .BleQion. of 4he/Parliamens,Men: tor zhe; City, wherein it i 
ſaid only-1ix.of a, ward, were called:to' be {there .bpy,not ch 3rd ae 

CM14;42t | | pole 
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- meat to chooſe the Lord Mayor: and; 
' the Educations of all:the: Handiceafy men aern fb the, Liverigs ren 


vill enſue, if heir delires be. crolked.;,1B 
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Pap it to him, whether. it is prahable.thar the Leg Maygr;had OWE, 
o pick, {ix men. out; of, 'Y Ward to ghuſe the P liament- meg, for th Cir 
uf or. whether this be a' good Argument, beeauſe, they ar. Jaj 
ſummoned by: the Lord-.Mayor, ,agd not faid, po,.be clefted, y ſ $US 
they were not elefed. 1 hope the Gentlemet of the Long-Robe bend 
better arguments... | ig9h 0, v.M abos 
The ,lakt-ching that; 'Mr, Manard Avers,..is, . ihe eogueiconks IF LETS 
of Law that:| would :enſue'upon thar whugti Ws; pray boy 2 Ju AY e Cally 
an Innovation. But I humbly' crave leave;tg ay1g; ynlels ha, ſee his 
confutation, . that ir; is an! antient, Right, of; t hes of, offs Gity. 
Thoſe inconveniencies in point of.'Lay,, he elahs þ hazard 
of forfeiting of Charters. 1 conceive that to, be, an Ie, That x 
a City ſhould depart pfrom a juſt, Ways if theip,, £2 ck os e 
confirmation of their, right: before, there is ng fa Iting,.o 
ter, for the Charter gives, them not that Right... ht 6 ded ove q 
The next Argument he draws from. every Ms Jjving' in 24; Copyt; Lect; 
and that,at twelve years old he ought to meet; ,.and ith from 
thence; if'there ſhould be, Reproſenters: of the Wy choleny..c make.the 
choyce, it/-might be that choſe that, are no Citizens might meet to.chuſe. a 
Mayor, and Citizens that live-without ſhould nat chuſe.. I think under his . 
favour the common praQtice will anſwer to that, iwhen.the, "W $ erk 
for the choyce of Aldermen, or Common-Councel Men, . none ith 
zens have their Votes in it, there.is no danger that ;thole. that wy iens 
ſhould eyes be choſen or } (gore. tr ki « af VE a 
His next ment againſt this Petition 1s this, it I, 1d, It 
vill tend to Popularity, aw ſhould, be admitted, that. the Wards Fan 
aud I leave it, ſaith hey to the Court to judg what, the Conſaquent of that. would 
be: all mens Educations, ſaith he, are not ſuch as make them fit for. Carer nents 
ar F7 to chooſe Goverwors.; Truly. if it morale, the hongurable; (Court but to 
conſider who they are that are now the Eleftors, ithis Arrow of the Geatle- 
mans returns upon himfel: 1 could ſay; more of it,if {ſhould nor berhought to: 
refle&, becauſe 1 havea. reverend reſpedt to all kind. of Trades;; 5, but if 1, 
ſhould ſpeak of all the ſeveral Companies, the Brigklayers, Paw EQ Eletch- 
ers, Turners, . Coopers, Tallow-Chandlers, &c...if 1,ſhoul 8 peat, of the, 
Education of ;moſt of the Livery-Men of farty. Companyes of t ls 
compute theiy number;; and tell. you ypon what terms: gaſt pally - lee 
to be of the Liveries, that.js, for a, ſmall. ſam of Money,;: I congeive the 
Court would quickly ;jugge which way. of Bl EleQtion,tends moſt to' puter 
rity, as he calls it,” and, who-propaſerh, mall mengbat are, ynfit for C 
WE Any man 1ppp 


them. 
roads diſcreet, that they are. fit. for Governmeoe?,. I ſubmit. i to! the 
In # f: g/ "498 

As. for. the geat Word, Mr. M was, pl ha to add . our the 
a nr inin log Sn 
ing, That. this is an Gie Pct comps under. chewy. all conceing 60. | 

ratory.. in- this.to be of the. Earthquakes her rn lwelling: vapor, unlels 
he will be . pleaſed to obey me bow! the:L gy ofzbe, Ci Gr bk ny 9ne. 
Citizen,, is. undermined: by what. 3s -prgpoſe oY muſt, phlerve. to: 
the Court. that where. Argumengs are antin in rogm is FRAMNOn:. 
ly ſupplied with words and pxetances. Ray La conſequences, that. 


| ch ments. i con.: 
H ty mag == 
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ſequence T'believe. they 'well know' their ſtrength is not of the firſt 


Ul 


' degree ;*but' however'to fuppoſe/ an ill conſequence may enſue upon a 


op or 'cqmpany of perſons - exerciling their ripht, and thence to: con- 
clude they tuft not eofoy* it, is-a Way- of arguing that T1 underſtand 
nor. 3; iS i003 33h [i tofiogr A+ EH) ; ' | 


I confeſs Mr. Hales is pleaſed to deal very ingenuouſly in laying down. 


thoſe Pripeaptes whereiti we agreed, which was, That the Liberties of the 
City were by preſcription, - and 'that the Charters were but 'Declara- 
cions-of'what' our Liberties were, and' that the Common-Councel-Men 
ought rohave a Vore'ih thicir EleQtions ;\ Bur 1 faid not they ought, bur 
thar thcy' mighr have their Votes if they were choſen to that purpoſe: 
But he was pleaſed to' {ay that the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Common- 
Counſel, were a kind of a Repreſentative of the City, and therefore he 
would thence aver, rhat'there is no inconvenience!to the City, ſeeing they 
have ſuch a Repreſentative. I ſhall anfwer Mr. Hales thus, If a man 
ſhould ay 'the Parliament repreſent the Common-Wealth, and ſeeing we 
have 2 Repreſentative, what matter if that 200. or 300. men_ more went 
into the Parliament and voted with them, the people of England ſurely 
would not, think rhemfelves well dealt withal, nor think thoſe As fo paſ- 


Fed to be valid. Mr. Hales-is pleaſed alſo to purſue Mr. Mayzards mode of 


imagining ftrange Kind of: conſequences that may enſue upon this, and 
faith he, How if the People will ſay, when you brought it to the Repre- 
ſentatives,* we will not be bound to Repreſentatives, but we will come and: 


. chuſe perſonally ; what then (faith he) would be the conſequence of this? 


Truly if Mr; Hales will ſuppoſe that the people will-not be bound'by any 
Government, not by AQs of Parliament, he may' fill his fancy with bad 
conſequences: and why may it not be ſuppoſed as well, that all the peo- 
ple in. Ezglard ſhould'fay, we will g& and make Laws our ſelves in Parli- 
ament, as well 'as chat'the peopie ſhould nor be willing to be bound in the 
Wards to chuſe the Lord Mayor and- Sheriffs by their Reprefentarives?'I 
ſhall let paſs alſo, whar Mr. Hales was pleaſed to urge concerning that prin-' 
ciple of a juſt ſubje&ion of: Peopies to Governours, to be' fuunded up- 
on an Aﬀent, becauſe he was pleaſed'to confeſs very ingenuoufly, that I wa- 


ved thoſe Arguments thar might reduce Government to an uncertainty, or | 
. to the firſt principles of general Common-Right. "But faith Mr,' Hales, if 


that principle be allowed amongft 's free People,” that fubjeQion to' their 
Governours 'ought'to be by meer afſent, ſath he, we mult conſider there 
is a Perſonal and a, Virtual affent, and it ſhall be! conceived to-be a Virtual 
conſent,” where there harh'been/an uſage time out of mind for the People 
to be ſubje& to any formiof Governiment. Of which nature he endeavoured: 
to prove the way of ele&ing the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs by the Livery-Men' 
of the ſeveral Miſteries: *Whereas 1f Mr. Hales pleaſe torremember; they do 
all aver the uſage of this way of EleCting, but to have been for 174. years 
that they can prove.” As'for any ſuppoſitions'that'it/was: before, * I think 


. there is enough anſwered'tothar, there being no'ancient Recorgs'that men- 


tionthe choiſe to have been by the Livery-Men, who come not as ſent fromi* 
Wards. - And though Mr. Hales is pleaſed to ballance the Records prodyced' 
on- one hand and on the other, and faith thus, that they produce for one- 
hundred feventy four' years, to ſhew thar this hath-been'the way of ele- 
ing which now 1s ; but faith he,” thoſe Records'produced to prove another ' 
way of Ele&ing, is but aſhorttime. © If he pleaſe to remember there is no 
foot-ſtep or mention made of any Livery-Man;- or'of any of'the- = ſteries/ 
£1622; Io aving 
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having a Power to cleft, until that 1 5. of Edw. 4. and we find from Edward 


the firlt, about 200 yeers befre, that there were twelve men in the Wards 
that were EleQors, which , we may. well think to be the Repreſtntors of 
thoſe Wards, and choſen by them for that purpoſe ;” and no foot-ſteps of the 
diſcontinuance 'of ity, from that time Sredbced ; but we may well fay thar 


o 


all the Records that mention the Communalryes choiſe, are to be interpre- | 


ted- by the former Records, . untill that Record comes wherein mention is 
made of Livery-men, there 


* of [ 


der that, or any other name as ſuch. 


_ 4 


: 


That which he was pleaſed to alledge, that it was the Cornmon-Counſel- 


v - 
_ 


SEELARETE.:. I oor ai ae. 
. Bur Mr. Hales ſeems to think it hard meaſure that we ſhould exclude the 
Livery, becauſe there is no merition; made of them. 'I ſhall only anſwer, 
that it isas hard for them to ſay, becauſe the Commion-Counſel men are not 
mentioned to joyn with the 12 of the Wards, therefore they were exclu- 
ded. Bur faich Mr. Hates, it is the uſage. that ſhall explain.what is meant 
by the Communalty, and what is meant” by . thoſe, more able and diſcreet 


men that were thoſe twelve men, is anſwered before in Mr.*24y#ards, and 


men in the City that are choſen; we deſire but to ftand to the 'explana- 


tion of the Record ; we produced an ancient Record that had thefe' words, 
Viz. ; The whole Communalty; that is to ſay, the moreable and difcreet men 


of the Ward; we would fain havehim produce a Record where it is faid, 


The whole Communalty, that is to ſay, the Livery-Men, at leaft any;time 
before that of Edward the fourth. OO EI 
As to the Arguments from the eotiſequences, if this Governinerit were 


* » o 


"4 


not tight, then faith Mr. Hales, all the Purchaſes yo have made fince thar 
time you altered the, way of EleQtions, is nuff... - 
'_ I muſt humbly crave. leave not to ſubmit to his Judgment in_that, ill 


| he give me better reaſons; for I ſuppoſe it is grounded upon that of for- 
feiting a Charter, which was anſwered. before; for-though the Body cor-. 


porate have not had their Officers rightly Ele&ed, yet the Body 1s not 
thereby diſſolved, and therefore their purchaſe may be good; and, without 
6 of forkeitine. EEE Totnes 1 pr Wo ET SANS 

. The Arguments Mr. #i/d was pleaſed to.uſe, were but to inforge what 
his Brethren had ſaid, . that by the 12 EleQors.of the Wards mult be meant 
the Common-Counſel, becauſe (faith he) no mention.is made of the.Com- 
mon-Counſel ; but it hath been proved that in an eleQtion mention is made 


LIC 


ae were Hot. mention 
Aſembly when the Ele 


. for we conceive. the way'of twelve men out of the Wards, 


Yight upon that ground, that it is 
popularity, or they may. be divided, and fall to blows; upon-the' ſame 
Crowes Fuey may. take away the liberty of chufing Common-Councel 

'and Al 


being no mention made of them formerly, un- 
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'30 | Major Wildmans Reph. 
ſhall affrigf ; ep. from the claim, of their right, they may be told hext 
that ihe fm and Nm eg. muſt not go abroad. | 
x bj ion. ol Wilds, that in this' way of populatit; 
& jmþy be de of unfit men. 1 ſhall only offer eljis 
to the G4 Py the Gr Whether it is more probable that 4 
whole, War d meeting fogethet þ to chuſe a fmall number of men” that 
ſhould repreſent t, them oe the «efing their Superiour Officers, ſhovld 
c_ more unfit men for thiat Bleftio , theh 4 company it may. be 6f 


pr "ihe ). adm t all th at will pive ſo muc money to be of the 
8 ths 19 . F are bg: s b 1 - ok meh to ſend fitteſt men for the choy&; 
_bumbly bd to, Honourable Court, though ir is ſtrange t to me ts 
2h, th of pop Wriey, ore of of giving way ſo much ro the Li- 


'the EC, much inli ſted on, now weare corne into the 
way of A IS 97h it is A little diffonant to the preſent couſtirut 
tion. _ 

Now os hare M Fibri it. to the Coutt, what bath been offered i in 
zaly Ve f 


£1 that whie fil GentJcitn 6h the other fide have objefted; a 
koi to be ſtill 0 obiion, that T ſe nothing of ftrengrh ob- 
Ny a ly ouraſſertion, vis. Ade the pockey of EteCting i is the Ripht 
of the Wis of Landy Role Bf eneral, nd ſo dec red by the:firſt Chance 
we find upon Reco be thi may the Citiicts in getieryl 
to chuſe, every ers Fi vil & either b y binke or dar and” to 
all a agree i. ſioimpoſ ble they cs chiuſs Perſonally ; why they ſho 
mheir repreſenta oh 1 "MAE leave t0 the Judgrnenc 
ourt. 


(| £ 
* 


Mr: M "ITY 


_ lavs Wt ap a preat teal of dis or aries! f 4 wil jepelt 
nothing of what bach been faid, only. I think Mr! #ilamaz teirs 
nothing, of a populatiry ; for. tht matrer, e meaſure is before you, 
how 1s one, low long another, e diffet tipon the Recdtds recued, 
we think they ate for i, they chi "ihe edhtHry : it lies it your j 


en chuſe b 


oi Honourd In 
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ny and the meaſure'of tint pin much ir'is; 4 anti ſure they 6it 


reſidepts before Edvard the firft's time, and. ol ſince Edward the 
ind's Mite. fomwhat: was ſpoken: of tur hy fixth 3 'T Will trot enitee 
ticular ecypitulatio - but there harh been dbthing of Ve 

appreh KI have ld, but Har bv nie dfil ily by te by by ; 

that. Which is & that We rely upon n'let go, bom 
ſome geriefals a HE: of oaly; 1 hall" Give F you bur ke go. - 
bn, t K rh is like enough the Mayor and Sith, "hs Chamberlaiti "wks 
is, the k Ps «5, the weak 4 the' City, "ry the gfea it uſt of 

LE! 


City io m, Wil depend uþogd 
men: have. ire, arg det T's wi ig SEE 


will rot; we all , w the ' will ce roy ptear na 
coke? ogether 1 a, to Mi to Pg ge.,' ka af 


Mo tis Genden 2 bws ot tes et lf there a 
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_ firſt; cill fo 


10\ ah doubts bur ttioft of 'the 
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| Major Witdhans Reply. © Fi 
"  Firft of af; Wherths they woultgfferit to you, tharthe Words of al} he 
Commonalty, ſhould be intended” of rhe twelve men of the Wards, that 


' ilfabke 2M for, Gentlemen, it was tn a caſe of a choice of Al- 
Frag OE AAA bh eh Vita 
7 


| | de by the Watfs, anid is not made by - twelve men, 
'& Yhe'vety Record i NY (Pets? afitf therefore thar is miſepplied. Ie 
1 i 6hfe of 4 choice of 'Alderniett,' which is made by the Wards in their 
Sls? and not itt rele mien / FEA 
- * Aid then'hext of.all, for rhe wromgy ap. + they miſtake in that; 
For im. tliey give an inflihce in the thir bf King Edward the 
later tittic in' Zd+9/4 the fecond; and in the rwentyerh of 
Eltvir{t88 third : But from the rwetityetli of £4774 the third, nor any 
Hiftance dt all of 'ERQins men"our of Wards. | That which they xy 
tow they Hte' driven to ir, how they would' indeed exelnde'th? Com- 
toh-Countel 'from' Having any voice of righr. We fay, You do well: 
If the Coniimon-Counttl have no rigfit, then may the Eivery-Men have no 
ripht nefther; for their Rights will ftand and fall 'upon the: fame bor- 
tom. We fay only this: For that Record of Hery'rhe Frxrh's time, 
it's. nothing At all to the purpolt'; for thar- i8'rhis} That al thidſe that 
were in the Common-Eouncel, * tygether with yiher perſons 'thar/were 
called in, etther fromthe WArkeor NY It which ir 'WHIſ'i rhere is 
ts bn f 'the 'Liveries they live it! the Wards; and 
ice ned Ne is _ an Argttiient that they were five perfons that were of 
the Watts.” And whereds we have'nd foorfleps of the Livery ini Record, 
it is trne, the ſtifing 'of the Record is nor vf rhe Liveries ; your” Ele&ti- 
otis are thor FAid t6 be by the Liverfes at this day; but'by the Cortrmonaley, 
IR years ag0 7 and # >; in{truch dofie by the Coar-- 
DTTC 21 CE FUUTOI HIS: 
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ſons they may exclude the one as well as the other. There is no mention 
made 0 
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"ben As, it. hath, gone, on {o long, 2and., not. been, ccomndiQd, ue-iope 


be the Common-Counc 
0 


Tha the Toms 


Py 


YO, wall comin. or'thar ning For urſe.,._.. 
. Wi 
"My Lord, We Rl init von, a hee. thoſe preliderts 
for rwelve.men. out, , Wards cannot Toa 
oh Bing Zo gel give 
uncel, at that time ha at, City was. not four! 
ſhould confiſt, 'of as,\many,-or more. then it doth.n 
d ory: read, it apPeatss .that, it was agreed that. 
Wick to come.tothe Rletion.; :and. then. | | 
Alderman, of every Ward:ſhould cauſe ſuch ; HD $: : {maller.num 
ber than the other, to be choſen, ro. be e ner, + Srl tm and 
tis. not ſaid that. they, 1 ud be, the Te 'The Record, {ws 
things agreed upto: that ove..number of -men. Nary ng fe = 


Feng 6? Y "Rey 


for the Wards 0; Be that apothcyg pp rof-n . men ſho if 
the: Wards, to ” conſille; as the Record: py ns mor ws 
about the-hard matters that concernedthe City... SO Pateg® 

But ſuppoſe I ſbould:,grant the learned. Gentlemen of {LA 

that, which, they, ſo. much contend for,, vis. That the tele ang Ne Fab 
Wards, mentioned, in the Records to.be the EleQtars, o f the: Mayor, x 


eight, , or ſix of every. Ward, that, the Common-Hal} din the 20 
Edward:3d, ſhould be the chuſers of the Mayor, .that thole were 


"mon-Councel; ſuppoſe this, What advantage 7 Her = the 


Gs | 


n thence 


Gentlemen pain from, Meir a The..conclufion 
= -Councel -were Kh SE of the. og 


Gen My wk Mi -_ M. bn was - wick 79 Pr 
pris ou, may ETD ood, Th Wogan i 

or feitare arkters.- W r t.may. do..un xr favo 
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faith, Twelve b/ pes there are, and. but few of them agree. "Foam bs 


fre, That is & | be Jorge PO WO TO EEE uf 
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the, Common-Councel ;1 and that, as/Mr. wild would have Tie the-Fw = 


